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Introduction 

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) serves the Nation as an independent fact-
finding agency that collects, rnorutors, analyzes, and provides scientific 
understanding about natural resource conditions, issues, and problems. The 
value of the USGS to the Nation rests on its ability to carry out studies on a 
national scale and to sustain long-term monitoring and assessment of natural 
resources. Because it has no regulatory or management mandate, the USGS 
provides impartial science that serves the needs of our changing world. The 
diversity of scientific expertise enables the USGS to carry out large-scale, multi-
disciplinary investigations that build the base of knowledge about the Earth In 
turn, decision makers at all levels of government--and citizens in all walks of life--
have the information tools they need to address pressing societal issues 

The mission of the USGS's Geography Disctptine is to meet the Nation's need for 
basic geospatial data, ensuring access to and advancmq the application of these 
data and other related earth science information for. users worldwide 

Legal Authority 

43 U.S C 31 et seq The Organic Act of March 3, 1879, that established the 
USGS, as amended (1962); and restated in annual appropriation acts This 
section provides, among others, that the USGS is directed to classify the public 
lands and examine the geological structure, mineral resources, and products 
Within and outside the national domain. This section also establishes the Office of 
the Director of the USGS, under the Interior Department The Director is 
appointed by the President by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
P.L. 102-285 Sec 10(a) establishes United States Geological Survey as its 
official name 

In 1992, Congress directed the Department of the Interior to establish a 
permanent Government archives containing satellite remote sensing data of the 
Earth's land surface -- and to make these data easily accessible and readily 
available for study Residing In the USGS Earth Resources Observation and 
Science (EROS) Center near Sioux Falls, South Dakota, this collection of 
information is known legally as the National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data 
Archive (NSLRSDA) It is a comprehensive, permanent, and impartial record of 
the planet's land surface derived from 50+ years of remote sensing. U S Public 
Law 102-555 authorizes the USGS to permanently maintain, preserve, and add 
to our Nation's remotely sensed collections over land areas of the world 
Additions to the NSLRSDA are continuously sought and those that meet the 
NSLRSDA criteria will become part of the permanent archive 
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Responsibilities 

In carrying out its mission the USGS Geography Discipline appraises, 
accessions, arranges, describes, preserves, and provides access to scientific 
records In ItS custody, In accordance with accepted professional archival 
principles. It also deaccessions and arranges for the proper disposition of 
records, as appropriate 

The USGS Geography Discipline Mission-Specific Records Disposition Schedule 
lists the scientific records that the discipline creates and receives in the course of 
doing its business This schedule includes an item number, record series title 
and description, and the length of time the records should be retained With 
instructions for the disposition of the records. The disposition refers to either a 
Temporary or Permanent status Temporary records are ultimately destroyed. 

Satellite and related collections accepted as part of the NSLRSDA, created under 
Public Law 102-555, will be maintained and preserved at EROS (Appendix A) 
All other collections will be transferred back to the originating agency Under a 
Memorandum of Understanding between NARA and USGS, dated 13 June 2008 
(Appendix 8) and amended thereafter, an affiliated relationship has been 
established between the two agencies, designating EROS as the physical 
custodian of all permanent electronic Geography DIscipline records that are now 
located In Sioux Falls, SD. Legal custody of all Inclusive permanent records 
described in this schedule ISto be transferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) upon release by EROS as described In the 
disposition Instructions of each appropriate schedule item. 

The previous edition of this schedule ISsuperceded This schedule updates 
records management guidance and record schedules that have been authonzed 
by the Archivist of the United States All items In the following schedule are 
media neutral except as otherwise noted 

1500 Land Remote Sensing (LRS) Program SCientific Records 
The LRS Program encompasses the Nation's largest, civilian archive of 
remotely-sensed land data in the world. Working with the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), commercial 
satellite companies, State and local governments, and International 
programs, the LRS Program acquires, maintains, preserves and provides 
researchers With millions of records acquired from satellite and aircraft 
sensors as well as in situ readings. 

1500a. The National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive 
(NSLRSDA) is a Government archive containing digital remote sensing 
data of the Earth's land surface. EROS Center near Sioux Falls, South 
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Dakota, is a comprehensive, permanent, and impartial record of the 
planet's land surface derived from 50+ years of remote sensing. Only 
through the use of remote sensing IS It practical to quickly understand 
such developments as deforestation, desertification, certain types of 
environmental contamination, and natural hazards Comparisons of 
satellite images from different times can make these phenomena quite 
clear ASide from the larger question of change at the global scale, 
NSLRSDA collections permit scientists to study water, energy, and 
mineral resource problems; to help protect environmental quality, and to 
contribute to prudent, orderly management and development of our 
Nation's natural resources. As part of our legislative mandate, the 
NSLRSDA acquires additional remote sensing records meeting the 
needs of the Nation. Current collections Include the Landsat 
Multispectral Scanner (MSS), Landsat Thematic Mapper (TM), Landsat 
Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus (ETM+), Landsat Orthorectifted, 
Shuttle Radar Topography Mission (SRTM), declassified satellite 
Imagery, Advanced Very High Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR), large 
format camera, GeoEye OrbView-3, and Systeme Probatoire de 
I'Observation de la Terre (SPOT) imagery The EROS Center has a 
formal process in place to appraise scientific collections It maintains or IS 
offered It has established a Collection Policy, which states the type of 
observational records that are of interest to the USGS. Once It IS 
determined that the collection IS in accordance with this policy, the 
USGS performs a comprehensive appraisal Involving scientists and 
managers The criteria form the last element of the process by which 
collections are reviewed for possible Inclusion Into the NSLRSDA. See 
Appendices B & C. [Not media neutral: disposition applies only to 
electronic records.] 

PERMANENT: Physical custody is perpetually maintained 
at the EROS Center in accordance with P L 102-555 Legal 
custody IStransferred to NARA after 40 years. (See 
Appendix A - NARA-USGS Memorandum of Understanding 
- 13 June 2008). 

1500b. Satellite photographs received from NASA Examples Include 
Skylab and Gemim photograph collections. Review for Inclusion within 
the National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive. This ISa 
nonrecurring records series [Not media neutral' disposition applies only 
to electronic records] 

PERMANENT: Transfer selected photographs to NSLRSDA 
under 1500a Return all other records to NASA by 2015. 
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1500c Satellite or Aerial digital scanner records and short-term or small 
project-specific/mission records such as the NASA Earth Observation 
System Pathfinder and Earth Observing Mission-1 (EOM-1) collections 
Review for inclusion within the National Satellite Land Remote Sensing 
Data Archive. [Not media neutral: disposition applies only to electronic 
records.] 

PERMANENT: Transfer records selected by EROS Center 
to NSLRSDA when 25 years old (see item1500a) Any 
records that are not accepted Into the NSLRSDA are to be 
returned to the originating agency. 

1500d Aenal photographs. All generations, polarities, film types, vertical 
or oblique, copies, contract card files, contract folder files, camera 
calibration data bank, and associated index or mapline plot finding aids 
Includes National Science Foundation (NSF) Scientific Committee on 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts. 

1500d(1 )Non-acetate base film or pnnts. 

PERMANENT: Transfer legal custody to NARA 40 years 
from date Imaged. Transfer physical custody to NARA once 
USGS has scanned the film or pnnts. Physical custody Will 
Include all indexes or mapline plots, all associated metadata, 
browse Images and the highest resolution scan created. 

1500d(2). Acetate base film 

PERMANENT Transfer to NARA, once USGS has scanned 
the film or pnnts, for preservation along with Indexes or 
mapline plots, all associated metadata and browse Images, 
and the highest resolution scan created. 

1500e Mapping photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 
mapping photography contact pnnts, diapositives, field notes, green 
books, classification, identification, supplemental & basic control, aero 
tnanqulation annotation, photographic laboratory operational records, 
quality assurance reports, microform indexes to satellite and aerial 
photographs (considered copies to indexes referenced in 1500d) 

TEMPORARY: DESTROY when 25 years old. 
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1500f. LRS Program and Project records. All Program and Project plans, 
budgets, milestones, and review documentation. 

TEMPORARY: DESTROY when 15 years old. 

1500g. Automated Collection Management Finding Ald. The primary 
system is called the Database Inventory Server which IS composed of 
metadata representing the scientific collections of the LRS Program This 
system is used to manage the scientific program data and to support 
public information sub-systems such as Earth Explorer and the Federal 
Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Clearinghouse. 

1500g(1). Inputs (all media) Inputs received from various sources 
including those internally generated or from other Federal agencies, and 
are composed of electronic data uploaded plus manually keyed data 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until information is verified 'lJithln 
the master data file and is no longer needed to serve as a 
backup to the master file and then DESTROY (GRS 20, 
Items 2b and 2c.) 

1500g(2) 
composite 

Data Contained I Master Data File. This is composed of the 
metadata describing the scientmc collections down to the Item 

level. Included are fields detailing the date of creation, date of last 
modification, geographic coordinates, unique Identifiers, and specific 
characteristics of the Individual items within a collection such as day or 
night obtained, band frequency, scale, and quality ratings 

1500g(2)(a). Metadata and Intrinsic records for National Satellite Land 
Remote Sensing Data Archive collections falling under Public Law 102-
555. [Not media neutral disposition applies only to electronic records] 

PERMANENT: Maintain at USGS EROS Center as part of 
NSLRSDA (1500a). 

1500g(2)(b) Metadata for satellite photographs received from NASA 
Examples include Skylab and Gemini photograph collections Review for 
inclusion within the National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive 
[Not media neutral disposition applies only to electronic records] 

PERMANENT: Transfer metadata with corresponding 
photographs selected for inclusion to NSLRSDA under 
1500a. Return all other metadata with corresponding 
records to NASA by 2015 
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1500g(2)(c). Metadata for aerial digital scanner records and short-term 
or small project-speclftcrmission records such as the NASA Earth 
Observation System Pathfinder collections. Review for Inclusion Within 
the National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive. [Not media 
neutral. disposition applies only to electroruc records] 

PERMANENT: Transfer With corresponding records that 
were selected for inclusion to NSLRSDA when 25 years old 
Return metadata for records that are not accepted by EROS 
to the Originating agency. 

1500g(2)(d) Metadata for aerial photographs. All generations, polarities, 
film types, vertical or oblique, and copies. Includes National SCience 
Foundation (NSF) SCientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) 
photographs [Not media neutral disposition applies only to electroruc 
records] 

PERMANENT: Transfer legal custody to NARA 40 years 
from the date the film was created Transfer physical 
custody to NARA once USGS has scanned the film or prints 

1500g(2)(e) Outputs: (all media) The standard output consists of the 
quarterly Records Management Report and a customer usage report 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superseded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. 

1500g(2)(f). System Documentation 

1500g(2)(f)(1 ). Technical documentation adequate to identify, service and 
interpret electroniC records, such as data modeling documentation, data 
system speCIfications, data element descriptions, data dictionaries, code 
books, record layouts, user gUides, output specifications, and Similar 
documentation necessary for servicing and interpreting the system 
generated records. 

PERMANENT: Transfer either to NSLRSDA, the originating 
agency or to NARJ\ with the related permanent system 
components (GRS 20, item 11a[2].) 

1500g(2)(f)(2). All other system documentation that is not critical for 
servicing and Interpreting the system generated records 
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TEMPORARY: MalAtalA until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. (GRS 20, Item 11a[1 ].) 

1500g(2)(g) Backup Tapes. 

1500g(2)(g)(1). Backup tapes malAtained onsite. Database IAventory 
system and Earth Explorer sub system. Complete system backups are 
done every Wednesday In betv/een, daily Incremental backups are 
generated Backups to both systems are done each quarter and include 
daily incremental backups and any changes since the last quarter 
Additionally, each December a complete snapshot backup ISgenerated 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use 'l/hen superseded (GRS 
20, items 8a and 8b) 

1500g(2)(g)(2) Backup tapes malAtained onsite Full weekly backups 
INithout daily Incremental backups 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use when superseded (GRS 
20, items 8a and 8b) 

1500h. Advanced Very High Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR) Data 
Acquisition and Processing System (ADAPS). ADAPS IS used to process 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration TIROS-N polar orbiting 
satellite Imagery supporting a multitude of scientmc research Including vegetation 
studies and fire science Science records (Imagery) that have been processed 
through ADAPS are maintained permanently under Item 1500a 

1500h(1) Inputs: (all media) Inputs received from various sources 
IAcluding those internally generated or from other Federal agencies, and 
are composed of electronic data uploaded plus manually keyed data. 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until Information ISverified '....Ithln 
the master data file and IS no longer needed to serve as a 
backup to the master file and then DESTROY (GRS 20, 
Items 2b and 2c.) 

1500h(2). Residual metadata from ADAPS processing This is composed 
of the transitory metadata created to acquire and process the ADAPS 
imagery Into useable records 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superseded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY 
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1500h(3) Outputs. (all media) The standard output consists of monthly, 
quarterly, and annual reports detailing acquisition schedules and 
processing summaries 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superseded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. 

1500h(4). System Documentation. 

1500h(4)(a). TechAical documentation adequate to Identify, service 
and interpret electronic records, such as data system speCIfications, data 
element descriptions, data dictionaries, code books, record layouts, user 
gUides, output speCIfICations, and similar documentation necessary for 
servICing and interpreting the system generated records. 

PERMANENT: Transfer 'Nith related (processed) sCIence 
records uSing 1500a (GRS 20, Item 11a[2] ) 

1500h(4)(b) All other system documentation that IS not critical for 
servicing and Interpreting the system generated records. 

TEMPORARY: MaintalA until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY (GRS 20, Item 11a[1].) 

1500h(5). Backup Tapes. 

1500h(5)(a). Backup tapes maintained onslte. 
Backups of metadata files are generated dally. Backups of systems and 
sofuvare code are generated weekly and Included dally incremental 
backups of and changes that occurred that day 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use when superseded. 
20, items 8a and 8b) 

(GRS 

1500h(5)(b) 
are generate

A backup of metadata files and system and software 
d weekly and stored offsite. 

code 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use when superseded (GRS 
20, Items 8a and 8b) 

1500i Global Visualization Viewer (GloVis) ISa search and researcher 
copy request system The viewer provides access to browse Images from 
multiple Landsat collections as well as NASA's ASTER, MODIS, and EO-1 
collections Through a graphiC map Interface, researchers select an area 
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of Interest and view all of the available browse Images within the USGS 
Inventory for the specific location identified 

1500i(1) Inputs. (all media) Inputs received from various sources 
including those internally generated or from other Federal agenCies, and 
are composed of electronic data uploaded plus manually keyed data. 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until information is verified within 
the master data file and is no longer needed to serve as a 
backup to the master file and then DESTROY. (GRS 20, 
Items 2b and 2c ) 

1500i(2) Data Contained I Master Data File: This IScomposed of the 
metadata and browse files created to support the visualization system. 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. 

15001(3). Outputs (all media) The standard output consists of monthly, 
quarterly, and annual reports detailing researcher usage summaries 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superseded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. (GRS 20, item 4.) 

1500i(4) System Documentation 

15001(4)(a) Technical documentation adequate to identify, service 
and interpret electroAic records, such as data system speCifications, data 
element deSCriptions, data dictionaries, code books, record layouts, user 
gUides, output speCifications, and similar documentation necessary for 
servicing and Interpreting the system generated records. 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY (GRS 20, item 11a[2].) 

1500i(4)(b). All other system documentation that is not critical for 
servicing and interpreting the system generated records 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY (GRS 20, item 11a[1] ) 

1500i(5) Backup Tapes 

15001(5)(a). Backup tapes maintained onslte. 
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Backups of systems and software code are generated weekly and
 
Included dally Incremental backups of and changes that occurred that day.
 

TEMPORARY: Destroy 
20, Items 8a and 8b) 

or re use when superseded. (GRS 

15001(5)(b). A backup of system 
and stored offsite. 

and software code are generated weekly 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use when superseded. (GRS 
20, items 8a and 8b) 

1500J. Landsat Ground System (LGS). LGS collects and processes 
calibrated Images of the Earth's surface from the Landsat senes of 
satellites first launched In 1972. SCience records (Imagery) that have 
been processed through LGS are maintained permanently under Item 
1500a. 

150Oj(1). Inputs: (all media) Inputs received from various sources 
includlAg those Internally generated or from other Federal agencies, and 
are composed of electronic data uploaded plus manually I<eyed data. 

TEMPORARY: MalAtalA until information IS verified within 
the master data file and IS no longer needed to serve as a 
backup to the master file and then DESTROY. (GRS 20, 
Items 2b and 2c.) 

1500J(2). Residual metadata from LGS processing. This IS composed of 
the transitory metadata and browse files created to support the conversion of 
LGS Imagery Into useable records. 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superseded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. 

1500j(3). Outputs: (all media) The standard output consists of monthly, 
quarterly, and annual reports detailing acqursinon schedules, processing 
summanes, and researcher copy requests. 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superseded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. 

1500:1(4). System Documentation. 

150Oj(4 )(a) TechAical documentation adequate to Identify, service 
and interpret electronic records, such as data system specifications, data 
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element descFlptions, data dictionaries, code books, record layouts, user 
gUides, output specifications, and similar documentation necessary for 
servicing and interpreting the system generated records. 

PERMANENT: Transfer with related (processed) science 
records uSing 1500a. (GRS 20, item 11a[2] ) 

150Oj(4)(b). All other system documentation that is not critical for 
serviCIng and Interpreting the system generated records. 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY (GRS 20, item 11a[1] ) 

150Oj(5). Backup Tapes 

150Oj(5)(a). Backup tapes maintained onslte. Complete system backups 
are done every VVednesday. In between, dally incremental backups are 
generated Backups to both systems are done each quarter and include 
dally Incremental backups and any changes since the last quarter. 
Additionally, each December a complete snapshot backup is generated 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use 'Nhen superseded (GRS 
20, items 8a and 8b ) 

150Oj(5)(b). Backup tapes maintained offsite. Full weekly backups 
without dally Incremental backups 

TEMPORARY: Destroy OF re use when superseded (GRS 
20, Items 8a and 8b.) 

1500k Earth Observing Misslon-1(EOM-1) Extended MIssion collects and 
distnbutes Advanced Land Imagery (ALI) and Hypenon Imagery from 
NASA. For science records (Imagery) that have been processed through 
EOM-1 use Item 1500c 

1500k(1) Inputs (all media) Inputs received from vaFlous sources 
Including those Internally generated or from other Federal agenCIes, and 
are composed of electronic data uploaded plus manually keyed data 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until information ISveFifled 'Nlthln 
the master data file and is no longer needed to serve as a 
backup to the master file and then DESTROY. (GRS 20, 
items 2b and 2c ) 

N1-S7-0S-2 
July 2010 



1500k(2). Residual metadata from EOM-1 EM processing. This IS 
composed of the transitory metadata and browse files created to support 
the conversion of ALI and Hyperion Imagery Into useable records 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superseded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY 

1500k(3) Outputs: (all media) The standard output consists of monthly, 
quarterly, and annual reports detailing acquisition schedules and 
processing summaries. 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superseded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. 

1500k(4) System Documentation 

1500k(4)(a). Technical documentation adequate to identify, service 
and interpret electronic records, such as data system specifications, data 
element deSCriptions, data dictionaries, code books, record layouts, user 
guides, output specifications, and similar documentation necessary for 
servicing and Interpreting the system generated records. 

PERMANENT: Transfer '''Jlth related (processed) sCIence 
records uSing 1500c (GRS 20, item 11a[2].) 

1500k(4)(b) All other system documentation that is not critical for 
servicing and interpreting the system generated records. 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY (GRS 20, item 11a[1] ) 

1500k(5). Backup Tapes. 

1500k(5)(a) Backup tapes maintained onsite Backups of metadata files 
are generated dally. Backups of systems and software code are 
generated weekly and included dally incremental backups of and changes 
that occurred that day. 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use '....hen superseded (GRS 
20, items 8a and 8b ) 

1500k(5)(b) A backup of metadata files and system and soft\¥are code 
are generated weekly and stored offsite 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use when superseded 
20, items 8a and 8b.) 

(GRS 
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15001. Geospatial Multi-Agency Coordination (GEOMAC) is a mapping 
application designed for fire managers to access online maps of current 
fire locations and perimeters in the conterminous 48 States and Alaska 
All of the records represented In the system are provided by other Federal 
or State agencies. 

15001(1). Inputs: (all media) Inputs received from various Federal and 
State sources are composed of electronic data uploaded plus manually 
keyed data 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until information ISvenfled within 
the master data file and is no longer needed to serve as a 
backup to the master file and then DESTROY (GRS 20, 
Items 2b and 2c.) 

15001(2) Data Contained I Master Data File. This IScomposed of the 
varied metadata and data files created to support the online mapping 
system representing records created and maintained from other Federal 
and State agencies 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superseded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. 

15001(3). Outputs: (all media) The standard output consists of monthly, 
quarterly, and annual reports detailing researcher usage and processing 
summanes 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superseded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. (GRS 20, Item 4 ) 

15001(4) System Documentation 

15001(4)(a) Technical documentation adequate to Identify, service 
and Interpret electronic records, such as data system speCIfications, data 
element descnptions, data dictlonanes, code books, record layouts, user 
guides, output speCIfications, and Similar documentation necessary for 
servicing and Interpreting the system generated records. 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. (GRS 20, Item 11a[1].) 

15001(4)(b) All other system documentation that is not critical for 
servicing and interpreting the system generated records. 
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TEMPORARY: Maintain until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY (GRS 20, item 11a[1] ) 

15001(5). Backup Tapes. 

15001(5)(a). Backup tapes maintained onslte. Complete system and 
application backups are done every quarter. 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use when superseded (GRS 
20, item 8b ) 

15001(5)(b). Backup tapes maintained offslte 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use 'lthen superseded (GRS 
20, Item 8b ) 

1501 Geographic Analysis and Morutonnq (GAM) Program Scientific Records. 
The GAM Program conducts research to understand the rates, causes, 
and consequences of landscape change over time and uses that 
understanding to model change processes for predicting future conditions 

1501 a. Land Use I Land Cover and Multi-Resolution Land Characteristics 
collections, and lithographic copies [Not media neutral: disposition 
applies only to electronic records.] 

PERMANENT: Apply NSLRSDA appraisal criteria and 
follow instructions In item 1500a. 

1501 b. GAM Program and Project records and quality assurance reports 
All Program and Project plans, budgets, milestones, and review 
documentation. 

TEMPORARY: DESTROY when 15 years old. 

1501 c Automated Collection Management Finding Aid The primary 
system is called the Database Inventory Server which is composed of 
metadata representing the scientific collections of the GAM Program This 
system is used to manage the scientiftc program data and to support 
public Information sub-systems such as Earth Explorer and the Federal 
Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Clearinghouse. 

1501 c(1) Inputs: (all media) Inputs received from various sources 
including those Internally generated or from other Federal agencies, and 
are composed of electroRic data uploaded plus manually keyed data. 
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TEMPORARY: Maintain until Information is verified within 
the master data file and is no longer needed to serve as a 
backup to the master file and then DESTROY. (GRS 20, 
Items 2b and 2c ) 

1501 c(2). Data Contained I Master Data File: This IScomposed of the 
composite metadata describing the scientitic collections down to the item 
level Included are fields detailing the date of creation, date of last 
modification, geographic coordinates, unique identifiers, and specific 
characteristics of the individual items within a collection such as day or 
night obtained, band frequency, scale, and quality ratings 

1501 c(2)(a) Land Use I Land Cover and Multi-Resolution Land 
Characteristics metadata. Review for inclusion within the National 
Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive. [Not media neutral. 
disposition applies only to electronic records] 

PERMANENT: Transfer usmq 1500a. 

1501 c(3). Outputs (all media) The standard output consists of the 
quarterly Records Management Report and a customer usage report 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY. 

1501 c(4). System Documentation 

1501c(4)(a). TechAical documentation adequate to Identify, service and 
Interpret electroAic records, such as data modeling documentation, data 
system specifications, data element descriptions, data dictionaries, code 
books, record layouts, user guides, output specifications, and similar 
documentation necessary for servicing and interpreting the system 
generated records 

PERMANENT: Transfenf':lth related records (1501c[2][a]) 
uSing 1500a. (GRS 20, item 11a[2] ) 

1501 c(4 )(b) All other system documentation that IS not critical for 
servicing and interpreting the system generated records 

TEMPORARY: Maintain until superceded or obsolete and 
then DESTROY (GRS 20, Item 11a[1].) 

1501d. Backup Tapes. 
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1501 d(1). Backup tapes maintained onslte. Database inventory system 
and Earth Explorer sub system. Complete system backups are done 
every VVednesday In between, dally incremental backups are generated 
Backups to both systems are done each quarter and include dally 
Incremental backups and any changes since the last quarter Additionally, 
each December a complete snapshot backup is generated. 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use when superseded. (GRS 
20, Items 8a and 8b.) 

1501 d(2). Backup tapes maintained onslte. Full 'lJeekly backups without 
daily incremental backups. 

TEMPORARY: Destroy or re use when superceded. (GRS 
20, Items 8a and 8b ) 

1502Advanced Systems Center (ASC) Civil Applications Committee 
(CAC) Records Records Include, but not limited to, history, charter 
documents, meeting minutes, reports, program documentation, working 
group reports, training materials, and Memorandums of Agreement 
and/or Memorandum of Understanding. [Not media neutral disposition 
applies only to textual records] 

PERMANENT: Cut-off at the end of the fiscal year Transfer 
records to the Washington National Records Center one 
year after cutoff. Transfer to NARA 25 years from date of 
cutoff 
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Appendix A 

--H.R.6l33-H.R.6l33 

One Hundred Second Congress of the United States of America 

AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the Cit)' of Washington on Fnday, the third day of January. one 

thousand rune hundred and ninety-two 

An Act 

To enable the United States to maintain Its leadership In land remote sensing by 

providing data continuity for the Landsat program. to establish a new national land 

remote sensmg policy, and for other purposes 

Be It enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives of the United Stales of 
America 111 Congress assembled. 

SECTION. 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the 'Land Remote Sensing Policy Act of 1992'. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds and declares the following: 

(I) The continuous collection and utilization ofland remote sensing data from space 
are of major benefit in studying and understanding human impacts on the global 
environment. in managing the Earth's natural resources, in carrying out national 
security functions, and in planning and conducting many other activities of scientific, 
economic. and social importance. 

(2) The Federal Government's Landsat system established the United States as the 
world leader in land remote sensing technology. 

(3) The national interest of the United States lies in maintaining intemational 
leadership in satellite land remote sensing and 111 broadly promoting the beneficial use 
of remote sensing data. 
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(4) The cost of Landsat data has Impeded the use of such data for scientific purposes, 
such as for global environmental change research, as well as for other public sector 
applications 

(5) Given the importance of the Landsat program to the United States, urgent actions, 
including expedited procurement procedures. are required to ensure data continuity. 

(6) Full comrnerciahzation of the Landsat program cannot be achieved within the 
foreseeable future. and thus should not serve as the near-term goal of national pohcy 
on land remote sensing, however, commerciahzation ofland remote sensing should 
remain a long-term goal of United States policy. 

(7) Despite the success and importance of the Landsat system, funding and 
organizational uncertainties over the past several years have placed its future 111 doubt 
and have jeopardized United States leadership 111 land remote sensing. 

(8) Recognizing the importance of the Landsat program in helping to meet national 
and commercial objectives. the President approved. on February 11, 1992, a National 
Space Policy Directive which was developed by the National Space Council and 
commits the United States to ensuring the continuity of Landsat coverage into the 
21 st century. 

(9) Because Landsat data are particularly Important for national security purposes and 
global environmental change research, management responsibilities for the program 
should be transferred from the Department of Commerce to an integrated program 
management involving the Department of Defense and the National Aeronautics and 
Space Admimstration. 

(10) Regardless of management responsibilities for the Landsat program, the Nation's 
broad civilian, national security. commercial, and foreign pohcy interests in remote 
sensing will best be served by ensuring that Landsat remains an unclassified program 
that operates according to the principles of open skies and nondiscriminatory access. 

(J 1) Technological advances aimed at reducing the size and weight of satellite 
systems hold the potential for dramatic reductions in the cost, and substantial 
improvements in the capabilities, of future land remote sensing systems, but such 
technological advances have not been demonstrated for land remote sensing and 
therefore cannot be relied upon as the sole means of achieving data continuity for the 
Landsat program 

(J 2) A technology demonstration program involving advanced remote sensing 
technologies could serve a Vital role in determining the design of a follow-on 
spacecraft to Landsat 7, while also helping to determine whether such a spacecraft 
should be funded by the United States Government, by the private sector, or by an 
international consortium 
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(13) To maximize the value of the Landsat program to the American public, 
unenhanced Landsat 4 through 6 data should be made available. at a minimum. to 
United States Government agencies. to global environmental change researchers, and 
to other researchers who are financially supported by the United States Government, 
at the cost offulfilling user requests. and unenhanced Landsat 7 data should be made 
available to all users at the cost offulfillmg user requests. 

(14) To stimulate development of the commercial market for unenhanced data and 
value-added services, the United States Government should adopt a data policy for 
Landsat 7 which allows competition within the private sector for distribution of 
unenhanced data and value-added services. 

(15) Development of the remote sensing market and the provision of commercial 
value-added services based on remote sensing data should remain exclusively the 
function of the private sector. 

(J 6) It is in the best interest of the United States to maintain a permanent, 
comprehensive Govemment archive of global Landsat and other land remote sensing 
data for long-term monitoring and study of the changing global environment. 

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act, the followmg definitions apply' 

(I) The term 'Administrator' means the Administrator of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Adrmmstration. 

(2) The term 'cost offulfillmg user requests' means the incremental costs associated 
with providing product generation, reproduction, and distribution of unenhanced data 
in response to user requests and shall not mclude any acquisition. amortization. or 
depreciation of capital assets originally pard for by the United States Govemment or 
other costs not specifically attributable to fulfilling user requests. 

(3) The term 'data contmuity' means the continued acquisition and availability of 
unenhanced data which are, from the point of view of the user-

(A) sufficiently consistent (in terms of acquisition geometry, coverage 
characteristics. and spectral characteristics) WIth previous Landsat data to 
allow com pan sons for global and regional change detection and 
characterization; and 

(B) compatible with such data and with methods used to receive and process 
such data. 
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(4) The tenn 'data preprocessing' may include-

(A) rectification of svstem and sensor distortions in land remote sensing data'. ~ 
as it is received directly from the satellite in preparation for delivery to a user. 

(B) registration of such data with respect to features of the Earth, and 

(C) calibration of spectral response with respect to such data. but does not 
include conclusions, manipulations, or calculations derived from such data, or 
a combination of such data with other data 

(5) The term 'land remote sensing' means the collection of data which can be 
processed into imagery of surface features of the Earth from an unclassified satellite 
or satellites, other than an operational Umted States Government weather satellite. 

(6) The term 'Landsat Program Management' means the integrated program 
management structure-

(A) established by, and responsible to. the Administrator and the Secretary of 
Defense pursuant to section 101 (a), and 

(B) consisting of appropriate officers and employees of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, the Department of Defense. and any 
other United States Government agencies the President designates as 
responsible for the Landsat program. 

(7) The terru 'Landsat system' means Landsats L 2, 3, 4. 5, and 6, and any follow-on 
land remote sensing system operated and owned by the United States Government, 
along with any related ground equipment, systems, and facilities owned by the United 
States Government 

(8) The term 'Landsat 6 contractor' means the pnvate sector entity which was 
awarded the contract for spacecraft construction. operations. and data marketing 
rights for the Landsat 6 spacecraft 

(9) The term 'Landsat 7' means the follow-on satellite to Landsat 6. 

(10) The term 'National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive' means the 
archive established by the Secretary of the Interior pursuant to the archival 
responsibilities defined in section 502. 

(11) The term 'noncommercral purposes' refers to those activities undertaken by 
individuals or entitles on the condition, upon receipt of unenhanced data, that-
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(A) such data shall not be used in connection with anv bid for a commercial 
contract. development of a commercial product. or any other non-United 
States Government activity that IS expected. or has the potential, to be profit 
making: 

(B) the results of such activities are disclosed in a timely and complete fashion 
in the open technical literature or other method of pubhc release. except when 
such disclosure by the United States Government or its contractors would 
adversely affect the national security or foreign policy of the United States or 
violate a provision of law or regulation; and 

(C) such data shall not be distributed m competition with unenhanced data 
provided by the Landsat 6 contractor. 

(12) The term 'Secretary' means the Secretary of Commerce. 

(13) The tenn 'unenhanced data' means land remote sensing signals or imagery 
products that are unprocessed or subject only to data preprocessing. 

(14) The term .United States Government and ItS affiliated users' means-

(A) United States Government agencies, 

(B) researchers involved with the United States Global Change Research 
Program and its international counterpart programs; and 

(C) other researchers and mternational entities that have signed with the 
United States Government a cooperative agreement involving the use of 
Landsat data for noncommercial purposes. 

SEC. 4. REPEAL OF LAND REMOTE-SENSING COMMERCIALIZATION ACT OF 1984. 

The Land Remote-Sensing Commercialization Act of 1984 (15 U.S.c. 4201 et seq.) is 
repealed. 

TITLE J--LANDSAT 

SEC. 101. LANDSAT PROGRAM MANAGEMENT. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT- The Administrator and the Secretary of Defense shall be 
responsible for management of the Landsat program. Such responsibility shaH be 
carried out by establishing an integrated program management structure for the 
Landsat system. 
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(b) MANAGEMENT PLAN- The Adrmmstrator. the Secretary of Defense, and any 
other United States Govenunent official the President designates as responsible for 
part of the Landsat program, shall establish. through a management plan. the roles. 
responsibilities, and funding expectations for the Landsat Program of the appropriate 
United States Government agencies. The management plan shall-

(1) specify that the fundamental goal of the Landsat Program Management is 
the continuity of unenhanced Landsat data through the acquisition and 
operation of a Landsat 7 satellite as quickly as practicable which is. at a 
mimmum. functionally equivalent to the Landsat 6 satellite, with the addition 
of a tracking and data relay satellite communications capability, 

(2) include a baseline funding profile that-

(A) IS mutually acceptable to the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration and the Department of Defense for the penod covering 
the development and operation of Landsat 7; and 

(B) provides for total funding responsibihty of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration and the Department of Defense, respectively, 
to be approximately equal to the funding responsibihty of the other as 
spread across the development and operational life of Landsat 7, 

(3) specify that any Improvements over the Landsat 6 functional equivalent 
capability for Landsat 7 will be funded by a specific sponsoring agency or 
agencies. in a manner agreed to by the Landsat Program Management, If the 
required funding exceeds the baseline funding profile required by paragraph 
(2), and that additional improvements will be sought only if the improvements 
will not jeopardize data continuity; and 

(4) provide for a technology demonstration program whose objective shall be 
the demonstration of advanced land remote sensing technologies that may 
potentially yield a system which IS less expensive to build and operate, and 
more responsive to data users, than IS the current Landsat system. 

(c) RESPONSIB1LIT1ES- The Landsat Program Management shall be responsible 
for-

(1) Landsat 7 procurement, launch, and operations; 

(2) ensuring that the operation of the Landsat system IS responsive to the broad 
interests of the civilian, national security, commercial, and foreign users ofthe 
Landsat system, 
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(3) ensurmg that all unenhanced Landsat data remain unclassified and that, 
except as provided in section 506 (a) and (b). no restnctions are placed on the 
availabi hty of unenhanced data: 

(4) ensunng that land remote sensmg data of high pnonty locations wi II be 
acquired by the Landsat 7 system as required to meet the needs of the United 
States Global Change Research Program. as established III the Global Change 
Research Act of 1990. and to meet the needs of national security users; 

(5) Landsat data responsibilities pursuant to this Act: 

(6) oversight of Landsat contracts entered into under sections 102 and 103, 

(7) coordination of a technology demonstration program. pursuant to section 
303; and 

(8) ensuring that copies of data acquired by the Landsat system are provided to 
the National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive 

(d) AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT- The Landsat Program Management may, subject 
to appropriations and only under the existing contract authority of the United States 
Government agencies that compose the Landsat Program Management. enter into 
contracts with the private sector for services such as, but not limited to, satellite 
operations and data preprocessing. 

(e) Landsat Advisory Process 

(I) ESTABLISHMENT- The Landsat Program Management shall seek 
impartial advice and comments regarding the status. effectiveness. and 
operanon of the Landsat system, using existing advisory committees and other 
appropriate mechanisms. Such advice shall be sought from individuals who 
represent-

(A) a broad range of perspectives on basic and applied science and 
operational needs with respect to land remote sensing data; 

(B) the full spectrum of users of Landsat data, mel uding representatives 
from United States Government agencies, State and local government 
agencies, academic institutions, nonprofit organizations, value-added 
companies. the agricultural, mineral extraction, and other user 
industnes. and the public, and 

(C) a broad diversity of age groups, sexes, and races 
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(2) REPORTS- Wrthm I year after the date of the enactment of this Act and 
biennially thereafter, the Landsat Program Management shall prepare and 
submit a report to the Congress which-

(A) reports the public comments received pursuant to paragraph (I), and 

(B) includes-

(I) a response to the public comments received pursuant to 
paragraph (I ). 

(ii) information on the volume of use. by category. of data from 
the Landsat system; and 

(Iii) any recommendations for policy or programmatic changes 
to improve the utility and operation of the Landsat system. 

SEC. 102. PROCUREMENT OF LANDSAT 7. 

(a) CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS- The Landsat Program Management shall, 
subject to appropnations and only under the existing contract authority of the United 
States Government agencies that compose the Landsat Program Management. 
expeditiously contract with a United States pnvate sector entity for the development 
and delivery of Landsat 7. 

(b) DEVELOPMENT AND DELIVERY CONSIDERA TION- In negotiating a 
contract under this section for the development and delivery of Landsat 7, the Landsat 
Program Management shall-

(I) seek. as a fundamental objective, to have Landsat 7 operational by the 
expected end of the design life of Landsat 6; 

(2) seek to ensure data continuity by the development and delivery of a 
satellite which is, at a minimum, functionally equivalent to the Landsat 6 
satellite; and 

(3) seek to incorporate in Landsat 7 any performance improvements required 
to meet United States Government needs that would not jeopardize data 
continuity. 

(c) NOTIFICATION OF COST AND SCHEDULE CHANGES- The Landsat 
Program Management shall promptly notify the Congress of any significant 
deviations from the expected cost, delivery date, and launch date of Landsat 7, that 
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are specified by the Landsat Program Management upon award of the contract under 
this section 

(d) UNITED STATES PRIVATE SECTOR ENTITIES- The Landsat Program 
Management shall, for purposes of this Act. define the term 'United States pnvate 
sector entitles', taking into account the location of operations, assets, personnel, and 
other such factors 

SEC. 103. DATA POLICY FOR LANDSAT 4 THROUGH 6. 

(a) CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS- WIthin 30 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act. the Landsat Program Management shall enter into negotiations with the 
Landsat 6 contractor to formalize an arrangement with respect to pricing, distribution, 
acquisinon, archiving, and availabihty of unenhanced data for which the Landsat 6 
contractor has responsibility under ItS contract. Such arrangement shall provide for a 
phased transition to a data policy consistent with the Landsat 7 data policy (developed 
pursuant to section 105) by the date of initial operation of Landsat 7. Conditions of 
the phased arrangement should require that the Landsat 6 contractor adopt provisions 
so that by the final phase of the transition period-

(1) such unenhanced data shall be provided, at a minimum. to the United 
States Government and its affiliated users at the cost of fulfilling user requests, 
on the condition that such unenhanced data are used solely for noncommercial 
purposes, 

(2) instructional data sets, selected from the Landsat data archives, will be 
made available to educational institutions exclusively for noncommercial, 
educational purposes at the cost of fulfi lling user requests. 

(3) Landsat data users are able to acquire unenhanced data contained in the 
collective archives of foreign ground stations as easily and affordably as 
practicable; 

(4) adequate data necessary to meet the needs of global environmental change 
researchers and national security users are acquired; 

(5) the United States Government and its affiliated users shall not be 
prohibited from reproduction or dissemination of unenhanced data to other 
agencies of the United States Government and other affiliated users, on the 
condinon that such unenhanced data are used solely for noncommercial 
purposes; 
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(6) nonprofit, public interest entitles receive vouchers. data grants. or other 
such means ofprovidmg them with unenhanced data at the cost of fulfilling 
user requests. on the condition that such unenhanced data are used solely for 
noncommercial purposes 

(7) a viable role for the private sector in the promotion and development of the 
commercial market for value added and other services using unenhanced data 
from the Landsat system IS preserved; and 

(8) unenhanced data from the Landsat system are provided to the National 
Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive at no more than the cost of 
fulfillmg user requests. 

(b) fAILURE TO REACH AGREEMENT- If negotiations under subsection (a) have 
not. by September 30, 1993, resulted m an agreement that the Landsat Program 
Management determmes generally achieves the goals stated in subsection (b) (1) 
through (8), the Administrator and the Secretary of Defense shall, within 30 days after 
the date of such determination. jointly certify and report such determination to the 
Congress. The report shall include a review of options and projected costs for 
achieving such goals. and shall include recommendations for achieving such goals. 
The options reviewed shall include-

( 1) retaining the existmg or modified contract with the Landsat 6 contractor: 

(2) the termination of existing contracts for the exclusive right to market 
unenhanced Landsat data; and 

(3) the establishment of an alternative private sector mechanism for the 
marketing and commercial distribution of such data. 

SEC. 104. TRANSFER OF LANDSAT 6 PROGRAM 
RESPONSIBILITIES. 

The responsibilities of the Secretary with respect to Landsat 6 shall be transferred 
to the Landsat Program Management, as agreed to between the Secretary and the 
Landsat Program Management. pursuant to section 101. 

SEC. lOS. DATA POLICY FOR LANDSAT 7. 

(a) LANDSAT 7 DATA POLICY- The Landsat Program Management. m 
consultation with other appropriate United States Government agencies, shall develop 
a data policy for Landsat 7 which should-
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(1) ensure that unenhanced data are available to all users at the cost of 
fulfilling user requests: 

(2) ensure timely and dependable delivery of un enhanced data to the full 
spectrum of civilian. national secunty, commercial, and foreign users and the 
National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive: 

(3) ensure that the United States retains ownership of all unenhanced data 
generated by Landsat 7: 

(4) support the development of the commercial market for remote sensing 
data. 

(5) ensure that the provision of commercial value-added services based on 
remote sensing data rernams exclusively the function of the pnvate sector; and 

(6) to the extent possible. ensure that the data distribution system for Landsat 7 
IS compatible with the Earth Observing System Data and Information System. 

(b) In addition, the data policy for Landsat 7 may provide for-

(1) United States private sector entities to operate ground receiving stations in 
the United States for Landsat 7 data; 

(2) other means for direct access by private sector entities to unenhanced data 
from Landsat 7: and 

(3) the Umted States Government to charge a per image fee. license fee, or 
other such fee to entities operating ground receiving stations or distributing 
Landsat 7 data. 

(c) LANDSAT 7 DATA POLICY PLAN- Not later than July 15, 1994, the Landsat 
Program Management shal1 develop and submit to Congress a report that contains a 
Landsat 7 Data Policy Plan. ThIS plan shal1 define the roles and responsibilities of the 
various public and private sector entities that would be involved in the acquisition, 
processing, distribution. and archiving of Landsat 7 data and in operations of the 
Landsat 7 spacecraft 

(d) REPORTS- Not later than 12 months after submission of the Landsat 7 Data 
Policy Plan. required by subsection (c). and annual1y thereafter until the launch of 
Landsat 7, the Landsat Program Management, 111 consultation with representatives of 
appropriate United States Government agencies, shal1 prepare and submit a report to 
the Congress which-
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(1) provides justification for the Landsat 7 data policy in terms of the civilian. 
national secunty. commercial, and foreign policy needs of the Umted States, 
and 

(2) provides justification for any elements of the Landsat 7 data policy which 
are not consistent with the provisions of subsection (a) 

TITLE II--LICENSING OF PRIVATE REMOTE SENSING SPACE 
SYSTEMS 

SEC. 201. GENERAL LICENSING AUTHORITY. 

(a) LICENSING AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY - (I) In consultation WIth other 
appropriate United States Government agencies, the Secretary is authonzed to license 
pnvate sector parties to operate private remote sensmg space systems for such penod 
as the Secretary may specify and in accordance with the provisions of this title. 

(2) In the case of a pnvate space system that is used for remote sensing and other 
purposes. the authority of the Secretary under this title shall be limited only to the 
remote sensmg operations of such space system 

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH THE LA W, REGULATIONS, INTERNATIONAL 
OBLIGA TIONS, AND NATIONAL SECURITY-No license shall be granted by the 
Secretary unless the Secretary determines in wntmg that the applicant WIll comply 
with the requirements Oftl115 Act. any regulations issued pursuant to this Act, and any 
applicable international obligations and national security concerns of the United 
States. 

(c) DEADLINE FOR ACTION ON APPLICATION- The Secretary shall review any 
application and make a determmation thereon within 120 days of the receipt of such 
application. If final action has not OCCUlTedWIthin such time, the Secretary shall 
mform the applicant of any pending issues and of actions required to resolve them. 

(d) IMPROPER BASIS FOR DENIAL- The Secretary shall not deny such license m 
order to protect any existing licensee from competition. 

(e) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE UNENHANCED DATA- (1) The Secretary, in 
consultation with other appropriate United States Government agencies and pursuant 
to paragraph (2), shall designate in a license Issued pursuant to this title any 
unenhanced data required to be provided by the licensee under section 202(b)(3). 
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(2) The Secretary shall make a designation under paragraph (l) after determining that-

(A) such data are generated by a system for which all or a substantial 
part of the development, fabrication, launch, or operations costs have 
been or will be directly funded by the United States Government, or 

(B) it is m the interest of the United States to require such data to be 
provided by the licensee consistent with section 202(b )(3). after 
considering the impact on the hcensee and the Importance of promotmg 
widespread access to remote sensing data from United States and 
foreign systems. 

(3) A designation made by the Secretary under paragraph (I) shall not be 
inconsistent with any contract or other arrangement entered into between a 
United States Government agency and the licensee. 

SEC. 202. CONDITIONS FOR OPERATION. 

(a) LICENSE REQUIRED FOR OPERA TlON- No person who is subject to the 
jurisdiction or control of the United States may, directly or through any subsidiary or 
affiliate, operate any private remote sensing space system Without a license pursuant 
to section 201. 

(b) LICENSING REQUlREMENTS- Any hcense issued pursuant to this title shall 
specify that the licensee shall comply with all of the requirements of this Act and 
shall-

(1) operate the system in such manner as to preserve the national security of 
the United States and to observe the international obligations of the United 
States in accordance with section 506; 

(2) make available to the government of any country (including the United 
States) unenhanced data collected by the system concerning the territory under 
the Jurisdiction of such government as soon as such data are available and on 
reasonable terms and conditions; 

(3) make unenhanced data designated by the Secretary in the license pursuant 
to section 201(e) available in accordance with section 501; 

(4) upon termination of operations under the license, make disposition of any 
satellites in space in a manner satisfactory to the President; 

(5) furnish the Secretary with complete orbit and data collection charactenstics 
of the system, and inform the Secretary immediately of any deviation; and 
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(6) notify the Secretary of any agreement the licensee mtends to enter with a 
foreign nation, entity. or consortium involving foreign nations or entities 

(c) ADDITIONAL LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR LANDSAT 6 
CONTRACTOR- In addition to the requirements of paragraph (b), any license issued 
pursuant to tl115 title to the Landsat 6 contractor shall specify that the Landsat 6 
contractor shall-

(I) notify the Secretary of any value added activities (as defined by the 
Secretary by regulation) that will be conducted by the Landsat 6 contractor or 
by a subsidiary or affiliate: and 

(2) if such activities are to be conducted, provide the Secretary with a plan for 
compliance with section 501 of this Act. 

SEC. 203. ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY. 

(a) FUNCTIONS- In order to can")' out the responsibilities specified in this title, the 
Secretary may-

(1) grant. condition, or transfer licenses under this Act. 

(2) seek an order of injunction or similar judicial determination from a United 
States DIstrict Court with personal jurisdiction over the licensee to terminate. 
modify. or suspend licenses under this title and to terminate licensed 
operations on an immediate basis, if the Secretary determines that the licensee 
has substantially failed to comply with any provisions of this Act, with any 
terms, conditions, or restrictions of such license, or with any international 
obligations or national security concerns of the United States. 

(3) provide penalties for noncompliance WIth the requirements oflicenses or 
regulations issued under this title, mc1udmg civil penalties not to exceed 
$10,000 (each day of operation in violation of such licenses or regulations 
constituting a separate violation); 

(4) compromise, modify, or remit any such CIvil penalty; 

(5) issue subpoenas tor any materials, documents, or records, or for the 
attendance and testimony of witnesses for the purpose of conducting a hearing 
under this section, 
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(6) seize any object. record, or report pursuant to a wan-ant from a magistrate 
based on a showing of probable cause to believe that such object, record. or 
report was used, IS being used, or is likely to be used in violation of this Act or 
the requirements of a license or regulation issued there under; and 

(7) make investigations and inquiries and administer to or take from any 
person an oath. affirmation, or affidavit concerning any matter relatmg to the 
enforcement of this Act. 

(b) REVIEW OF AGENCY ACTION- Any applicant or licensee who makes a timely 
request for review of an adverse acnon pursuant to subsection (a)(l), (a)(3), (a)(5), or 
(a)(6) shall be entitled to adjudication by the Secretary on the record after an 
opportunity for any agency hearing with respect to such adverse action. Any final 
action by the Secretary under this subsection shaIl be subject to judicial review under 
chapter 7 of title 5, United States Code 

SEC. 204. REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY. 

The Secretary may issue regulations to carry out this title. Such regulations shaIl be 
promulgated only after public notice and comment in accordance with the provisions 
of section 553 of title 5. United States Code. 

SEC. 205. AGENCY ACTIVITIES. 

(a) LICENSE APPLICATION AND ISSUANCE- A private sector party may apply 
for a license to operate a private remote sensmg space system which utilizes, on a 
space-available basis. a CIvilian United States Government sateIlite or vehicle as a 
platform for such system The Secretary, pursuant to this title, may hcense such 
system if it meets all conditions of this title and-

(I) the system operator agrees to reimburse the Govemment III a timely 
manner for all related costs incurred with respect to such utilization, including 
a reasonable and proportionate share of fixed, platform, data transmission, and 
launch costs, and 

(2) such utilization would not interfere with or otherwise compromise intended 
civilian Government missions, as determined by the agency responsible for 
such civilian platform. 

(b) ASSISTANCE- The Secretary may offer assistance to private sector parties in 
finding appropriate opportunities for such utilization. 

(c) AGREEMENTS- To the extent provided in advance by appropriation Acts, any 
United States Government agency may enter into agreements for such utilization if 
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such agreements are consistent with such agency's mission and statutory authority. 
and If such remote sensing space system is licensed by the Secretary before 
commencing operation. 

(d) APPLICABILlTY - This section does not apply to activities carried out under title 
Ill. 

(e) EFFECT ON FCC AUTHORlTY- Nothmg 111 this title shall affect the authority of 
the Federal Commumcanons Commission pursuant to the Communications Act of 
1934 (47 U.S.c. 151 et seq.). 

TITLE I1I--RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND DEMONSTRATION 

SEC. 301. CONTINUED FEDERAL RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT. 

(a) ROLES OF NASA AND DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE- (I) The Administrator 
and the Secretary of Defense are directed to continue and to enhance programs of 
remote sensing research and development. 

(2) The Administrator is authorized and encouraged to-

(A) conduct experimental space remote sensing programs (including 
applications demonstration programs and basic research at universities); 

(8) develop remote sensing technologies and techniques, including 
those needed for monitoring the Earth and its environment; and 

(C) conduct such research and development in cooperation WIth other 
United States Government agencies and with public and private research 
entities (mcludmg private industry, universities, non-profit 
organizations, State and local governments, foreign governments, and 
international organizations) and to enter into arrangements (including 
joint ventures) which will foster such cooperation. 

(b) Roles of Department of Agriculture and Department of Interior 

(I) In order to enhance the ability of the United States to manage and utilize its 
renewable and nonrenewable resources, the Secretary of Agriculture and the 
Secretary of the Interior are authorized and encouraged to conduct programs of 
research and development in the applications of remote sensing using funds 
appropriated for such purposes. 
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(2) Such programs may include basic research at universities. demonstrations 
of applications. and cooperative activities involving other Government 
agencies. pnvate sector parties. and 
foreign and mternational organizations. 

(c) ROLE OF OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES- Other United States Government 
agencies are authorized and encouraged to conduct research and development on the 
use of remote sensmg in the fulfillment of their authorized missions, using funds 
appropriated for such purposes. 

SEC. 302. AVAILABILITY OF FEDERALLY GATHERED 
UNENHANCED DATA. 

(a) GENERAL RULE- All unenhanced land remote sensing data gathered and owned 
by the United States Government, including unenhanced data gathered under the 
technology demonstration program carried out pursuant to section 303, shall be made 
available to users in a timely fashion. 

(b) PROTECTION FOR COMMERCIAL DATA DISTRIBUTOR- The President 
shall seek to ensure that unenhanced data gathered under the technology 
demonstration program carried out pursuant to section 303 shall, to the extent 
practicable. be made available on terms that would not adversely effect the 
commercial market for unenhanced data gathered by the Landsat 6 spacecraft 

SEC. 303. TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT-As a fundamental component of a national land remote 
sensing strategy, the President shall establish, through appropnate United States 
Government agencies, a technology demonstration program. The goals of such 
programs shall be to-

(1) seek to launch advanced land remote sensing system components within 5 
years after the date of the enactment of this Act 

(2) demonstrate within such 5-year period advanced sensor capabilities 
suitable for use m the anticipated land remote sensing program; and 

(3) demonstrate within such 5-year period an advanced land remote sensing 
system design that could be less expensive to procure and operate than the 
Landsat system projected to be in operation through the year 2000, and that 
therefore holds greater potential for private sector investment and control. 
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(b) EXECUTION OF PROGRAM- In executmg the technology demonstration 
program, the President shall seek to apply technologies associated with United States 
National Technical Means of intelligence gathering, to the extent that such 
technologies are appropriate for the technology demonstration and can be declassified 
tor such purposes without causing adverse harm to United States national security 
Interests. 

(c) BROAD APPLICATION- To the greatest extent practicable. the technology 
demonstration program established under subsection (a) shall be designed to be 
responsive to the broad civilian. national security, commercial, and foreign policy 
needs of the United States 

(d) PRIVATE SECTOR FUNDING- The technology demonstration program under 
this section may be earned out In part with private sector funding. 

(e) LANDSAT PROGRAM MANAGEMENT COORDINATION- The Landsat 
Program Management shall have a coordinating role in the technology demonstration 
program carried out under this section. 

(f) REPORT TO CONGRESS- The President shall assess the progress of the 
technology demonstration program under this section and, within 2 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act, submit a report to the Congress on such progress. 

TITLE IV--ASSESSING OPTIONS FOR SUCCESSOR LAND 
REMOTE SENSING SYSTEM 

SEC. 401. ASSESSING OPTIONS FOR SUCCESSOR LAND REMOTE 
SENSING SYSTEM. 

(a) ASSESSMENT- Within 5 years after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Landsat Program Management, in consultation with representatives of appropriate 
United States Government agencies, shall assess and report to the Congress on the 
options for a successor land remote sensing system to Landsat 7. The report shall 
include a full assessment of the advantages and disadvantages of-

( 1) private sector funding and management of a successor land remote sensing 
system; 

(2) establishing an international consortium for the funding and management 
of a successor land remote sensing system: 

(3) funding and management of a successor land remote sensing system by the 
United States Government; and 
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(4) a cooperative effort between the United States Government and the private 
sector for the fundmg and management of a successor land remote sensing 
system. 

(b) GOALS- In carrying out subsection (a), the Landsat Program Management shall 
consider the ability of each of the options to-

( 1) encourage the development launch, and operation of a land remote sensing 
system that adequately serves the civilian. national security. commercial. and 
foreign policy interests of the Umted States; 

(2) encourage the development. launch, and operation of a land remote sensing 
system that maintains data continuity with the Landsat system: and 

(3) incorporate system enhancements, including any such enhancements 
developed under the technology demonstration program under section 303, 
which may potentially yield a system that is less expensive to build and 
operate, and more responsive to data users, than IS the Landsat system 
projected to be in operation through the year 2000. 

(c) PREFERENCE FOR PRIVATE SECTOR SYSTEM- Ifa successor land remote 
sensmg system to Landsat 7 can be funded and managed by the private sector while 
sti II achieving the goals stated in subsection (b) WIthout jeopardizing the domestic, 
national security, and foreign policy interests of the United States, preference should 
be given to the development of such a system by the private sector without 
competition from the United States Government. 

TITLE V--GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 501. NONDISCRIMINATORY DATA AVAILABILITY. 

(a) GENERAL RULE- Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, any 
unenhanced data generated by the Landsat system or any other land remote sensing 
system funded and owned by the United States Government shall be made available 
to all users without preference. bias, or any other special arrangement (except on the 
basis of national security concerns pursuant to section 506) regarding delivery, 
format, pricing, or techrucal considerations which would favor one customer or class 
of customers over another. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS- Unenhanced data generated by the Landsat system or any other 
land remote sensing system funded and owned by the United States Government may 
be made available to the United States Government and its affiliated users at reduced 
prices, in accordance with this Act, on the condition that such unenhanced data are 
used solely for noncommercial purposes. 
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SEC. 502. ARCHIVING OF DATA. 

(a) PUBLIC INTEREST-It is in the public interest for the United States Government 
to 

(I) maintain an archive ofland remote sensing data for historical. scientific. 
and technical purposes, including long-term global environmental momtonng; 

(2) control the content and scope of the archive: and 

(3) assure the quality, integrity. and continuity of the archive. 

(b) ARCHIVING PRACTICES- The Secretary of the Intenor, in consultation with the 
Landsat Program Management, shall provide for long-term storage, maintenance, and 
upgrading of a basic, global, land remote sensing data set (hereinafter referred to as 
the' baSIC data set') and shall follow reasonable archival practices to assure proper 
storage and preservation of the basic data set and timely access for parties requestmg 
data. 

(c) DETERMINATION OF CONTENT OF BASIC DATA SET- In determining the 
initial content of. or in upgrading. the basic data set. the Secretary of Interior shall-

(1) use as a baseline the data archived on the date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) take into account future technical and scientific developments and needs. 
paying particular attention to the anticipated data requirements of global 
environmental change research, 

(3) consult with and seek the advice of users and producers of remote sensing 
data and data products; 

(4) consider the need for data which may be duplicative in terms of 
geographical coverage but which differ 111 terms of season. spectral bands, 
resolution, or other relevant factors: 

(5) include. as the Secretary of the Intenor considers appropriate, unenhanced 
data generated either by the Landsat system. pursuant to title L or by licensees 
under title II; 

(6) incl ude, as the Secretary of the Interior considers appropriate. data 
collected by foreign ground stations or by foreign remote sensing space 
systems; and 

(7) ensure that the content of the archive IS developed in accordance with 
section 506. 
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(d) PUBLIC DOMAIN- After the expiration of any exclusive nght to sell, or after 
relinquishment of such right. the data provided to the National Satellite Land Remote 
Sensing Data Archive shall be in the pubhc domain and shall be made available to 
requesting parties by the Secretary of the Interior at the cost offulfilling user requests. 

SEC. 503. NONREPRODUCTION. 

Unenhanced data distributed by any licensee under title II of this Act may be sold 
on the condition that such data will not be reproduced or disseminated by the 
purchaser for commercial purposes. 

SEC. 504. REIMBURSEMENT FOR ASSISTANCE. 

The Adrmnistrator, the Secretary of Defense. and the heads of other United States 
Govemment agencies may provide assistance to land remote sensing system 
operators under the provisions of this Act. Substantial assistance shall be reimbursed 
by the operator. except as otherwise provided by law 

SEC. 505. ACQUISITION OF EQUIPMENT. 

The Landsat Program Management may, by means of a competitive process, allow a 
hcensee under title II or any other private party to buy, lease, or otherwise acquire the 
use of equipment from the Landsat system, when such equipment is no longer needed 
for the operation of such system or for the sale of data from such system. Officials of 
other United States Govemment civilian agencies are authorized and encouraged to 
cooperate with the Secretary in carrying out this section. 

SEC. 506. RADIO FREQUENCY ALLOCATION. 

(a) APPLICATION TO FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION- To the 
extent required by the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.c. 151 et seq.), an 
application shall be filed with the Federal Communications Commission for any radio 
facilities involved with commercial remote sensing space systems licensed under title 
II. 

(b) DEADLINE FOR FCC ACTION- It IS the intent of Congress that the Federal 
Communications Commission complete the radio licensing process under the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S C. 151 et seq.), upon the apphcation of any 
private sector party or consortium operator of any commercial land remote sensing 
space system subject to this Act, within 120 days of the receipt of an application for 
such licensing. If final action has not occurred within 120 days of the receipt of such 
an application, the Federal Communications Commission shall inform the applicant 
of any pending issues and of actions required to resolve them. 
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(c) DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF UNITED STATES SYSTEMS-
Authonty shall not be required from the Federal Communications CommISSIOn for the 
development and construction of any United States land remote sensing space system 
(or component thereof), other than radio transmitting facilities or components, while 
any licensing determination IS being made 

Cd) CONSISTENCY WlTH INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND PUBLIC 
INTEREST -Frequency allocations 
Communications Commission shal
with the pubhc mterest. 

made 
l be consistent 

pursuant to this section 
with international 

by the Federal 
obligations and 

SEC. 507. CONSULTATION. 

(a) CONSULTATION WITH SECRETARY OF DEFENSE- The Secretary and the 
Landsat Program Management shall consult with the Secretary of Defense on all 
matters under this Act affecting national security. The Secretary of Defense shall be 
responsible for determirung those conditions, consistent with this Act, necessary to 
meet national security concerns of the United States and for notifying the Secretary 
and the Landsat Program Management promptly of such conditions. 

(b) CONSULTATION WITH SECRETARY OF STATE- (I) The Secretary and the 
Landsat Program Management shall consult with the Secretary of State on all matters 
under this Act affecting international obligations. The Secretary of State shall be 
responsible for determirung those conditions. consistent with this Act, necessary to 
meet international obligations and policies of the United States and for notifying 
promptly the Secretary and the Landsat Program Management of such conditions. 

(2) Appropriate United States Government agencies are authonzed and 
encouraged to provide remote sensing data, technology, and training to 
developing nations as a component of programs of international aid. 

(3) The Secretary of State shall promptly report to the Secretary and Landsat 
Program Management any instances outside the United States of 
discriminatory distribution of Landsat data. 

(c) STATUS REPORT- The Landsat Program Management shall, as often as 
necessary, provide to the Congress complete and updated information about the status 
of ongoing operations of the Landsat system, mcluding timely notification of 
decisions made with respect to the Landsat system in order to meet national security 
concerns and mternational obliganons and policies of the United States Government. 

(d) REIMBURSEMENTS- If, as a result of technical modifications Imposed on a 
licensee under title II on the basis of national secunty concerns, the Secretary. in 
consultation with the Secretary of Defense or with other Federal agencies, deternunes 
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that additional costs will be incurred by the licensee. or that past development costs 
(including the cost of capital) will not be recovered by the licensee. the Secretary may 
require the agency or agencies requesting such technical modifications to reimburse 
the licensee for such additional or development costs, but not for anticipated profits. 
Reimbursements may cover costs associated with required changes in system 
performance, but not costs ordinarily associated with doing business abroad. 

SEC. 508. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL- In order to ensure that unenhanced data from the Landsat system 
received solely for noncommercial purposes are not used for any commercial purpose, 
the Secretary (in collaboration with private sector entitles responsible for the 
marketmg and distribution of unenhanced data generated by the Landsat system) shal I 
develop and implement a system for enforcing this prohibition, 111 the event that 
unenhanced data from the Landsat system are made available for noncommercial 
purposes at a different price than such data are made available for other purposes. 

(b) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY- Subject to subsection (d). the Secretary may 
impose any of the enforcement mechanisms described 111 subsection (c) against a 
person who-

(I) receives unenhanced data from the Landsat system under this Act solely 
for noncommercial purposes (and at a different price than the price at which 
such data are made available for other purposes); and 

(2) uses such data for other than noncommercial purposes. 

(c) ENFORCEMENT MECHANISMS- Enforcement mechanisms referred to in 
subsection (b) may include civil penalties of not more than $10,000 (per day per 
violation), denial of further unenhanced data purchasing privileges. and any other 
penalties or restnctions the Secretary considers necessary to ensure, to the greatest 
extent practicable, that unenhanced data provided for noncommercial purposes are not 
used to unfairly compete in the commercial market against private sector entities not 
eligible for data at the cost of fulfillmg user requests. 

(d) PROCEDURES AND REGULA T10NS- The Secretary shall issue any regulations 
necessary to carry out this section and shall establish standards and procedures 
governing the Imposition of enforcement mechanisms under subsection (b). The 
standards and procedures shall include a procedure for potentially aggrieved parties to 
file formal protests with the Secretary alleging instances where such unenhanced data 
has been, or ISbeing, used for commercial purposes in violation of the terms of 
receipt of such data. The Secretary shall promptly act to investigate any such protest, 
and shall report annually to the Congress on instances of such violations. 
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TITLE VI--PROHIBITION OF COMMERCIALIZATION 
OF WEATHER SATELLITES 

SEC. 601. PROHIBITION. 

Neither the President nor any other official of the Government shall make 
any effort to lease. sell, or transfer to the private sector, or commercialize, 
any portion of the weather satelIite systems operated by the Department of 
Commerce or any successor agency. 

SEC. 602. FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS. 

Regardless of any change in circumstances subsequent to the enactment of this 
Act, even if such change makes it appear to be in the national interest to 
commercialize weather satellites, neither the President nor any official shall 
take any action prohibited by section 60 I unless this title has first been 
repealed. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
 
Vice President of the United States and
 
President of the Senate
 

END 
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Appendix B 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTAtm!NG 

Between 
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and the 

Natrona! Archives and Records Administration 
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.::' Parties 

«oj The USGS EROS which oper:E:j !f" ths ",ad)' 197(ls 1$ 2 records "md archrve 
rTt?m0~!?~qJenL systems devetoprnent. (Uk, 0nd rC:'''f~iilr;:;hcenter for the USGS ,;lfld .s locaisc 
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pC'11na:-'8P! archives comait)ing sateilit,,) remote sensing cata 0\ IN?- Eartn's land surface. 
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oaia Some of l~I£'S8 records were cF'.ated (Jf', bchati of USGS as :xn of its own science 
and map~,ing missions. Other film and d0!a, however, were oCQUi;'2.d by USGS EROS from 
other Federal agencies and from entiucs outs.de the Federal govemrnent, because USGS 
EROS is a recognized national repository for remotely sensed and geospatlal records. The 
non-USGS conecnons came from other Department of the Interior bureaus (Bureau of 
Reclamation Bureau of Lano ManagemE:;l!" National Park Sendee), Department of DefenSE! 
entitles (Army Map ServIce, Navy, Air Force, Corps of Eng.ineers), NASA (va}ious space 
centers). and other enllllas such as the French Centre National d'Etudes Spabales 
(sa\0mt-ss d'observatlon de 18Terre records). 

USGS EROS provides refere;lG8 service \0 researchers who submit requests tor records by 
fTialL fax. phone, e-msu. personal visit 011(, the Internet. USGS EROS hes ptaceo 
oescnouve Jnfomwtloll about <'illof ifs CDliecft:ms online v,l1th many (:0[11.£1'nlog the 

"qU'k:,'..zl00k"(browse imsgf:s) that represent tho a ctua I record. 

(b) NAR;, was created jn 1934. r-..JAR!, 2.nsuros contlnumo access to essential evidence 
that documents thE: rjghts of American cruzens. the actions of Federal officials, and the 
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hisioricaily valuable records of the [lire'!? orcnches of Govemment 11r,'lnnrt9D::', a 
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and Presidential and other pllb!;c documents. 

4, Authorities. 

Np.,F,P is auihorized to enter into this Memorandum of Understandinp (fv10U) pursuant to 

Chapter 21 of Title 'H, U.S.C , Including b'_l! (lot limited tc 4-4 USC: §§ 2'i08(a), 2109, and 
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Per USGS-NARA Meeting 
October 7,2009 [E-mail 
from Tom Milis-NR) 
1 All analog film goes to 
NARA legal and physical 
custody, presumably 
stored In FRC Lenexa 
Icecube Indexes are 
Included (Note' NARA 

assumes storage cost of 
about $100,000 annually) 
2 USGS digitizes all film at 
1000 dPI, keeps copy In 
USGS system and 
makes copy available via 
EROS website, and delivers 
copy to NARA, along 
with metadata NARA stores 
Its copy In ERA (USGS has 
already begun the 
digitiZing and estimates It 
will take several years, 
although they may 
seek resou rces to 
expand/speed the 
operation) 
3 NARA and USGS will 
explore possibrhtv of USGS 
dornq the digitiZing 
work at Lenexa, so that we 
can minimize adverse effect 
on the angina Is 
(USGS IS open to working 

with NARA on what we see 
as the best format 
for maintaining digital 
Images) 
4. NARA and USGS work 
with other agencies to 
resolve appraisal and 

scheduling Issues with non-
USGS analog and digital 
holdings at EROS, 
5 USGS regularly deposrts 

"pre-accession" satellite 
Imagery data with 

NARA for Ingest Into ERA 
6 NARA and USGS develop 
"preservation plan" to 
maintain the digital 
Images In a "current" format. 
USGS plans to maintain and 
make available 
trus data for many decades, 
Including periodically 
upgrading systems 
7 After Issues are resolved, 
NARA approves the USGS 
records schedule, 
which has stalled over the 
question of what to do with 
the analog 
records after digitiZing 

TI)[' Ur~JPI'i(. Act of March J, 1879 a~, arnendeu, I.'slabllshee' ~n,:: 
Unlt",..i :3t<4tGSGeulogic81 Survey Thrs section provides, among 
OIlier [11;~tt8rs, that tho USG3 Is directed to classify tile publir: 
lends an.:i C..ZHTlIr)l:lthe qeologil:r:-ll structure III Inera I n::so~Ir,"',,; 
.,ilL! rll'-v:!ucls wilhlfl dnri -,uts,de the n£tionai dorna.n 

/\CU.:;:A.ance of coniubuuons rn:'dl IJuOil'2 and pnvare sources 

ccoporanon wrth 01,118,' acencres In prosecuuon OJprojects 

states, "In fiscal yeal 1OS7 and Lhereafler th8 Uruted Stalos 
G'lOloglcat Survey is authorized to accept lands, bullcilngs 

equipment and other contrtbutkms from public and private 
sour: ,e';;.and to prosecute projects In coooerauon WIH) other 
:l~JfJnl ler>, Fec)rocal, St8to, or pnvate .. 

1!:J. Responstbffitles I 'SGS GPOS 3f1d t':,IAS'A agnew tC' pslahll'jlh lIS!';'? ERnS -I~ ... r
 
Affiliated AFI'1h,'I'o[ f9F anaiQg 1HJlriai Mii(,QI"dIS hQldlngiP Whlln I 'SG~ ~ROS rn~~\1S tl12
 
PfOSCPuco1iefl GtOFago ~QI=tGl~IQm;Q,·tiFl~g Hl f'IIlRA j)olicy 1571 (<It:ta,'hed ) USGS EROS [l[1<j
 

NARI.., further aglBe to work 1uw<1rd expandino the USGS ;::ROS !,ft1llatecl Arc~\IVt s ~'JiE. tu
 
mclude digItal records holcJtn903
 

Once the NARA POliCY 1:=il1 ~,tomge conotuons have been ~net by USGS EROS the 
respectrve points of contact as designated in section 7, V\c,1Iprepare an trutral hst of hok)lr,~;::. 
that comprtse thl; USGS ERO~) Afrrtbleu Archives Such a list of holdings, UiJlJflted Iroru 

time 10 nrne. Will be appended \0 ihrs agreernent and \\~II Signify that USGS ERuS IS a~l 
offiCial Affiliated Archives l.f the Nauonal Archrves. Thereafter. thH 11&1may be updaten Eh 

additional records are appraised. scheduled. e:mij accossioneo by NARA, 3f1d stereo by 
IJSGS Ef~OS pursuarn to the r'?s[.HJrISlbilltlf::; described j,1 [fi8 lest 01 thrs section 

11Is understood by both parties that upd{'!tes or revisions to N/,\RA's 157"1 preservauon 
~\toT8~IOr)OJicv will br-' ;;:lppfic8hle- to USGS EROS as an Affilk'ited AI·chl~'8S 

For its part, USGS EHOS agr!:'us 

(a) To work wrth N r:'\RA to cswbil",h and IIT)pl"'1l18nt .ocords retention sr:l"H~rJUli"S for Llil 
records In [HOS physical custodv, dS Ifll1uilCi.1by 1m\! Pur-sUiJnl 10 such schedules USC':, 
EROS \"111'transfer [0 NARA, at an appropriate urno, 1f;£lal custody of permanent recoros 
that are In the pllYSJ('c!l custody 01 IJSGS f:ROS, il\clu,lIng recorcs th.it 'Ne18 hln:..10nbd Iv 

USGS Er.:OS from othot Fecleral <l9Ci1CI(~8 

f 
(b) 10 W(;rK wrli I Nt\f'~A to '~II[nI(1dk tilt" c ...I~,Ien(,e of "split senes." 1,0 , closely related 
arc.hl ....al holdings that are stored III two (Jifferent loc,Hiuns gp€lSIViS'Cllly, e~O:; ",,:11 aeceopt 
~\IARA "h'{SW.,1 CI ISt'X'Y Of "'''prrwirpatel)' ?OO 1'1 !hle /c·et '-If I lSGS aGiQ"I IwlcJlR"JS 'tn., r i 'oJ 

~~~LQS~' Par>~, Yld "Ill tnm;'qf tfJ '~i6R6, Jf'"Cicl1,'llf11j51I ... tl:W ': 

app~opr-k>~~~~' agle";.rn:J'lB,,, physIC.:.! Eustody of eertairl aemoi 
FOet.:Fcl,;nolclings thal-voiBtB llanbh,rr,g~j to EHOS from uthei- GaeRGIS!:>, '....t18lt3 \1'18 bull, ca{
 

~kl:\qr :.g,m:'y :<i;,I'!:.1r~l:)[\:Jf on: .. lrr;;'''lJ' at t\,~h'''llS II
 



)
 

lC) ur-on Q(0r:--,on5trat~rlga caO,:;1(;!ty to rnE~i:~lhJ/"'\Rt., 3 157~ prt·';SBfV8t1C.:n poucy. to ?erVf: 2.~ 

ar- ".fiili81E:-·:; A.ri:hlvEh ./ N/-\R/.. bv rn:)n:,--;lf"I] pV:~,':;f/I!)rL :nd makH'1g ovailah:.," f')i Plll}~':-
use ..","ctJ".~r1;'fI,';r·, "')0['''1''''' , -'~""""'.-i" t.: "!'I A'i·I".l"'-' "j ····l\·€:'" ll(~('0 E.ROe:. ,,:;1.............. (..1 .'(~, ' ' e _; .f:;:... • • .,..,.,., ~..,..q .:.J f,-.' C:, Ihl.r. ,~1 \. ,_ ! ~ ,,-,U-J ..
 

C(Jfltlf'!U0' to j:·;u,,,de access to til'" records as described lJ) s":c1ion 3(["J above, ,\liIl store ;,;'">[1 

rnaruatn the records under pr'_:t,p!V2illOf' conditions Eit',cep~3bk: to Nf'RA He .. pursuant ~o 
~~/~r.z,-\PD;!,::\J i G(1), Vii!! prr.,t£'·-,: iqfofrn~Jtq)n in n:~loros In a(J;o~0anc(: \\~ith tne r r(:::8do~n<.A 
Ir;f:\1'1"13IJon :\I~I (FOlt\. ann 'Ai;' !c!lcrN I\U",R!\ ruf"'!C'll"H.:e, c:rr.oJ"0em(~;)t. descnr-uon. ano 
preservation and security polley standa.cs and gUldancf;. USGS ERC)S will C1i:o;n perml; 
N!~RA to 8> amino the records and review how 11'101'are b0InS.; manaqco. and will notify 
t\ '\HA as e :lr:y 35 possible ,)i ;:,n~~,ubs;ti'l1"itjal nsk 10 con;IPtH!I; rrE<s:::;vation of or ':>Cl;:(c«, te· 
tnt records USGS Er:zos un;Ji.:r·sunds tr.at NAHA may. a:te- prov!([,n;J not!Oc.:;110n and ar; 
opportunity to correct problems. ;;:;ke pnysica) custody of records if th8Y are no; maimal:leC; 
ir: accordance with this ,;\greernenL 

tel) To report, at least annually. to N,:!l,RA on til."" cOPdilion. U·S(;S, and concerns regarding
 
USGS EROS stewardship of tho accessaoned records.
 

[6; To cooperate and collaborate witt) f'>!t\R)-\ ,0 unsure lht: continuer: preservation of ':W.e; 
pu::;lic aCCHSS to the permanent digital aenat photoqraoh, sate!1i18 im3gery, and g€:OSp:~ih3t 
records in the physical custody of the USGS EROS, wlih the aim of adding the drgita! 
rnaterrals to the Affill8t3d Archives hokings of USGS EROS. 

(f) Any press releases resulting from thL~MOU will be coord.natarr wIth the NARA Offl:::e of 
Pul'Jlic-Aftar:$ and Communlcauons, 

For its part, NARA agrees: 

(Hi To 8(1-./:50 and assus! USGS [noS ir; prep;:lihg recorcs 10'(0n;;:')1\ schedules lor [1:(;;;:J1 

photographs, satellite 1!11ag0ry, and ge()s~)aii(jjrecords that are held by USGS EROS. As 
part of the records scheduhng process. NARA will appraise records to determine whether 
or not tho r('~'::Ofds"warrant permanent preservation by tn!? NaHonat Archives 

(OJ UPOri completion cf appropriate schedules Bnc! lh!rd~pa(ly ;:!~:r'Cemcnts. to accept Ior 
siorage and management at Archives H. certain aerial records that were transferred to 
US3S ERCiS from other agellt',!·>, 'NhCf'01he bulK 0: such otner aqencv aerial rf'GOrd~ i:.'y:;; 
8ilcndy at Ar. hives II 

(C;~·§f}&h:.·blb~~O~"';=UI;;N: lit,; ';&\':)lm,'19 ""wGt llwA!A9A ",1;71 p"""Dp''3tio'' P""!:~;i-
~~i!o:".:hfcl, ;1:,"'':11' Affilidt::d f,R~hi .. (."~r!J',lL)g rt!'?(.H(jg 17lr:kl"'': U~r7~ f;ROC' ttYI! 'l!;0 
~~:-I in;,') f:JhD '1''' i-in' ''''''~41 

(0) In the future. to extend Afmiateci Archives status fD1' digit;:! records !lB-ld by USGS EROS 
V.<'1>:nrhese r0;:;c:rds h1.we t,:·eC'!fl;iF:'PS"lj sch-·dul"~rj and 3r,,· ;:;:,c.'.:!Ss;f)r'led mto N,;P'f\':\ [0::;.:;1 
custody. 

(8) '_tAX.t: tJJ.]S [Ref: d3::lgFL'JL3~).30 :ir-, l\f~i;Dtod /lr-:hj"fi~ .r''''r ;annL)s $q;l"'iiid ;1'-,cQr~5i t,,,, 

irfo,..n::.~,~-;G-S"&~"y&,~ C';;€.t&4;,' r.~;;"""',,*,;::; "" i1i"':'~:i_t!',,: ,~:.:::nfl·.\' Lt:iF.c' " 
,1tFC:l:\ ')0 ~!. 
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;1, T C prYJl.lde gu!dar'c8, 6dvic::: ,F1d t:'21f1111:': to suooo-: 'jSC;S ER03 efforts to conlor:n to 
NAF\}., st"mclurd~ GIle! ;JrotC)co:'" 

(£~:)T( c::;:~;;er~1tt-:\rind COf!clborrLc 'l/11h L,iSCjS ERe)S to SUDpan: Lrf."GS !::F~():; 2ff~"~~"'_~:G 

nl8H1tdlf: tne capacuv to oropenv manacc. preserve. and provide fr:J:,,;t.s to CiCC€SS!(.H160 

r'::;C:O,(lSand permanent records {hat are sch-eduled f:)/ i1.1~uri?aCC8S$I·:Jf1!!lg. 

(r~) /..:..;t: ~~rG~S r(.:I(::!H2)(~~::~!~'SU~:if",,:, .r:AO; 1';. thh: h.1()LJ VJII! Lh;" cr'{"ll (,hna~e: ~~~/~:,hf.h\~ l! S(;5~ 1:1fnr.c or 
Cornn i:"Jr)IC.at!0rlS. 

6, Execution. This fvlOU snall be executed In two Co.pI£:S and Bach executed copy zhal1 
have ifle same f('fCO and e,fiect as If it were the original copy. 

7. Implementatron ThE: U,SGS EROS pam! of contact for adrrurustratrve and techrucat 
Issues anc implementation IS, .Ionn Faunoeen, USGS EROS An:::hh,i5l {605-594-6(92), The 
NAR!~ point of contact for adrmrnstratlve and tecrmlcal issues and Implernentaticn is: Eileen 
Bolger Rocky Moun!aln Region /;,f,~!1fves Director (3D3-L107-5700) n IS understood that 
each v·;n; of contact is rGsp::;'I,sJhle for f050!VJnO Issues, and !l;sy fFie' questions and 
concerns to other staff wrthin the !'':>spE::clh,,)sQ0ocies, 

In the event that either of the parties respecttve points of contact c;~2inge, the parties shall 
pr8m;:>~ly notrtv one another tn writing of such change. 

B, Effective Date, Modifications, Termination, This Iv-lOU shall be GffectM~upon tile 
lares: sIgnature date of all parties, and shell: remain in <':lned umF terrrunsted by oither pony 
upcr 60 days written notice to !ile other party, The aoreernent Jn2Y be rnodnled by 
.8g['(!,',rnf'-:ntof both parties, 

9 Funding, r'\H acnviues pursuant io thi~; agrBern<':nI are sub],,::;;, ;0 ti,e ~!vaH:mmty 01 
appropriated or reimbursable funds, and no provision herein shall be .nteroreteo to rr:,quire 
Obligoticn of payment of funds in vl')lil1t;on of the Anti-Deflc.ency Act, 31 U S.C. 13-1'! 
hlARt. and USGS wi!i fund their own ;actll'jtiG~~ under fhi~: 80 ..3'2rn(~t1t .4ny BY-chaf1']8 of 
ivncs for soecfic services requested Bile: provided by one 8pency to the other wilt b:: 
agreed to in writing In advance by the respective Administratwe Points of Contact idenUfled 
in Secnon 7. Funds wm be transferred using the lnteraoency FUf1{~s Transfer process, ThIS 
8gre':'':~1':':~I'is no! 8 fundino document 2:lG does not represent the obnfj8tion or transfer of 
furlc.:~" E.a:..:hparty agr(>0~: 10 ,,1"-,,,,UP'I,e! !il.lbi!ily 1m its own risks aSS(Y:i:;F::d with activit\p::~ 

UJ'1r:lerraIJ?!1 m tnis <1(JrsH:)rnenL 

10, Signatures 

On h·;;,";;;;'f of th.; On L'elia!f of it',," !'Jationi.l! Archives 

U, S SeQloglC<-ll Survey. and R0cords Administration' 
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Appendix C 

Earth Resources Observation and Science (EROS) 

RECORDS APPRAISAL TOOL 

Home View Appraisal Questions Request Access 

Appraisal Questions 

Below are the questions currently asked dunnq the appraisal of a collection at USGS/EROS
 

Download the Appraisal Questions (Microsoft Word Document)
 

Mission Relevancy 

How do the records fit within the scope of our Collection Policy?
 

How does the anticipated current and future utility of the data fit within the EROS mission?
 

How significant, different or unique are the records to the remote sensing, cartographic, and Earth
 
science data user community?
 

How would the contribution of the collecnon complement or supplement the current archive holdings
 
at EROS?
 

MIssion Relevancy Additional Comments
 

Policy 
How can the records Authenticity be Judged, I e how are the records considered to be authentic? 

(ISO 15489-1 2001(E)) Reference lineage and provenance history 

How can the records Reliability be assessed? (ISO 15489-1 2001(E)) 

Detail how the records Integrity can be determined (ISO 15489-1 2001 (E)) 

How are the records Usability conducive to our anticipated exploitation of the Information value In 
the records? (ISO 15489-1 2001(E)) 

Detail If the data Involve or reflect any legal rights of the Government or individuals? 

Explain If the data will be needed to defend the agency or the Government against charges of data 
fraud or misrepresentation? 
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How will other users require access to the original "raw" (unedited, unprocessed) data? 

How has the collection been made available to other users, Including NARA, through agency 
schedules or data sharing agreements? 

How do the data support the study of geophysical changes over time? 

How ISthis collection to be distributed or accessed? 

Policy Additional Comments 

General 
What significant contributions, such as unique or under-recorded spatial or temporal coverage, does 
the collection bring to EROS as defined through the Collection Policy? 

What ISthe spatial area covered by the collection? 

What ISthe temporal range(s) the collection spans? 

How does the record meet the Information needs and Interest of various user groups served by the 
archive? 

What ISthe potential utility of the record based on past and present research use? 

What are the physical, Intellectual, or legal barners In making the records accessible?
 

Descnbe If the records represent a complete population or universe, or a statistically valid sample? If
 
the collection IS not complete, describe what IS missing
 

Who created the records and for what purpose?
 

Who In the past has owned this collection and who ISconsidered the current owner, I e detail the 
lineage and provenance of the collection? 

What Information do the records provide beyond the Initial purpose for their creation? 

List where the records are also available from other organizations or Institutions 

What records do we already possess that are related or similar to trns collection? 

What media are the records stored on? 

Descnbe the size of the collection In terms of volume, boxes, pallets, tapes, canisters, etc 

What order are the records currently In? Descnbe how the order has changed over time 

Detail what physrcal condition the records are In 

Document any risk the records may be In related to physical or Intellectual problems present In the 
collection 
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Describe the format the records are In Detail changes to this format that may have occurred since 
the records were created What were the Initial, and any subsequent, processing histories? 
Document any proprietary formats used and/or the status of sunset dates when the collection could be 
openly distributed or considered Public Domain 

Describe any restrictions that apply to the collection Examples may Include Intellectual Property 
Rights, copynqhts, and distribution limitations 

What ISthe anticipated demand for the records? What ISthe anticipated user group(s)?
 

How would acceptance of the records Impose unique, different or difficult archiving, distribution, or
 
customer service requirements?
 

Describe the overall quality of the collection 

If this ISa continuously growing data collection, detail the anticipated growth 

How does this record collection fill gaps In or complement our existmq collections? 

Describe If any of the records could hold lntnnsic or historical value 

General Additional Comments 

Physical 

What ISthe current level of processing that the records are In? 

What ISthe best preservation level for the records, I e what level would best preserve the mteqnty of 
the records and be most useful to researchers? 

Describe In detail any compression techniques utilized on the records 

What ISthe file naming convention used? 

If the collection contains browse Imagery, describe the format of the browse 

Physical Additional Comments 

Metadata 
Describe the amount, quality, level and availability of metadata available for the collection 

What additional information ISavailable? Examples Include libraries of documentation, gUides, Data 
Information Files, fact sheets, Frequently Asked Questions sheets, Instrument documentation, 
Preliminary Design Reviews, Critical Design Reviews, lessons learned, hardware documentation, 
firmware documentation, engineering models, computer models, platform documentation, algorithm 
documentation, URLs, Principle Investigator contact, Algorithm Theoretical Basis Documents 

Describe any training that could be available from the current owner or creator of the collection 
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Metadata Additional Comments 

Cost/Benefit 
What Program has been Identified to sponsor any costs associated with acqumnq, preserving, and 
making the records accessible? 

List cost sharing opportunities for any capital Investment and/or recurnng expenses 

Estimate the expense to replicate the collection by us or someone else 

What are the costs or consequences to USGS or the U S Government If the collection IS not obtained 
or maintained? 

Estimate how the research value of the collection exceeds the costs to preserve and make the 
records accessible for secondary use by researchers 

Estimate the cost of preserving the record weighed against the benefit of retaining the Information, Ie 
what are the costs of idennfymq, appraising, and accessioruno the records? 

What are the costs of processing the collection to an accessible level? 

Identify the resources necessary for any preservation or access functions required 

What are the annual costs of housing the original records or reducing their bulk by sampling? 

Identify any equipment required to read or process the records 

Estimate the cost to deaccession/purqe/dispose the collection 

CosUBenefit Additional Comments 

Photographs 

What IS the media base of the photographs?
 

What generation are the photographs?
 

Rate the overall quality of the photographs based upon proper exposure, color balance and
 
sharpness
 

How much haze or clouds do the photographs contain?
 

Are the frames In roll format or single-cut format?
 

Detail the amount of scratches, tears, pinholes or dirt contained In the photographs
 

How are the photographic rolls stored?
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What IS the film type, camera type, camera focal length, lens number, date taken, flYing height, and 
area of coverage? 

What IS the manufacturer number of the film? 

What IS the film titling scheme? 

Photographs Additional Comments 

Appraisal Overview 
Additional Comments on Appraisal 

Portions of this site use the FAMFAMFAM Silk Icon Set, available under a Creative Commons 
Attribution License 

U.S Department of the Interior IUS Geological Survey 

URL 

http //eros usgs gov/government/ratool/ 
Page Contact Information 

eroswebcjiusgs gov Page Last 
Modified 2007-01-14 
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Appendix D 

October 6 2007 

National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive 

Appraisal Criteria 

The US. Geological Survey (USGS) Center for Earth Resources Observation and SCIence 
(EROS) has a formal process m place to appraise scientrfic collections It mamtams or is offered. 
The USGS has established a Collection Policy. which states the type of observational records that 
are of mterest to the USGS Once It ISdeterrmned that the collection IS m accordance with this 
policy, the USGS performs a comprehensive appraisal involving sciennsts and managers The 
cntena outlmed below form the last element of the process by which collections are reviewed for 
possible mclusion II1tOthe National Satelhte Land Remote Sensing Data Archive (NSLRSDA). 
which was established by the USGS in accordance WIth the Land Remote Sensing Pohcy Act of 

1 

1992, Pubhc Law (P.L ) 102-555 The NSLRSDA Appraisal Cntena are 

•	 Collections may include any land surface data including satelhte. airborne or in-situ 
sources 

•	 Collections WIth significance to global environmental change research Such collections 
provide for the societal benefits supporting the U S Integrated Earth Observation 

2 

System 

•	 Collections that have umque seasonality, spectral bands, and/or ground resolution that 
complement supplement or are compatible WIth the current NSLRSDA holdings 

•	 Collecnons that provide the potential to develop global observation records or have 
frequent synoptic coverage of the Earth, i e , long-term, consistent. repetitive observations 

3 

•	 Collections WIth a ground resolution ranging from 5 meters to I kilometer 
4 

•	 Accessibility to the collection can be extended to all users WIthout restnctions. 

Collections that shall not be evaluated for mclusion into the NSLRSDA mclude oceanic or 
atmosphenc collections. and collections that do not include the necessary ancillary data to make 
them useful to the land remote sensing user community (ephemens data, processing parameters, 
metadata, instrument charactenstics, and calibration parameters) 

I The USGS appraisal process does take Into consideration the fiscal Impacts of accepting a collection Once a 
collection has been determined to be of Interest to the USGS. per the appraisal process. the USGS will endeavor 
to secure the needed funding 
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2 The benefit areas Include records related to weather natural disasters ocean resources climate vanabthty and 

change human health. ecological forecasts agriculture and forestry Additional U S economic. and national 
security Interests include land use planning and management pubhc lands conservation and management. 
natrona! secunty operations. transportation plannmg and management. property valuation. flood plain 

assessment foreign agriculture assessment and Infrastructure plannmg and management 

3 Higher-resolution data re g <Sm) and lower-resolution data (e g. >lkm) from U S or mrernanonal systems 

would also be considered If umque or sigruflcant 

4 Data may be accepted that contain a copyright or license arrangement which require a penod of time where 

only a restncted set of users are allowed access However. all restncted collections must have a wnnen sunset 
clause mdicaung when the collection becomes Public Domam All archived collections can be offered at no cost 
or at the nururnal cost of fulfilling a user request 
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u.s. Geological Survey Discipline Scientific Records 
Cross-Index of Records Disposition Schedule
 

Dated May 1999 and April 2005
 

FORMER (1999) FORMER SERIES TITLE NEW (2005) NEW SERIES TITLE 
ITEM ITEM 

NUMBER NUMBER 

1500 Aerial Photography 1500d	 Aerial photographs All generations. polarrnes. film types, vertical or 
oblique, copies, and associated index or maplme plot findmg aids 
Includes National SCIence Foundation (NSF) Sciennfic Comrmttee on 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps. and charts 

1500-0 I Contract Card FIle 1500e	 Mapping photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 
mapping photography contact prints, diaposmves, field notes. green 
books, classificatton, rdentification, supplemental & baSIC control, 
aero tnangulatron annotanon, contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera calibratron data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform indexes to satellite and 
aerial photographs (considered copres to mdexes referenced 111 1500d) 

1500-02 Contract Folder FIle 1500e	 Mapping photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 
mapping photography contact prmts, diaposrnves, field notes, green 
books, classificatron, tdentificanon, supplemental & basic control, 
aero tnangulanon annotanon, contract card file, contract folder file. 
camera calibration data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform indexes to satellite and 
aerial photographs (considered copies to indexes referenced 111 1500d) 



Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1500-03 Camera Cahbration Data Bank 1500e Mapping photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 
mapping photography contact prints, draposinves, field notes, green 
books, classificatron, Identification, supplemental & baSIC control. 
aero tnangulanon annotatron, contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera cahbration data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quahty assurance reports, microform Indexes to satelhte and 
aenal photographs (considered copies to indexes referenced m 1500d) 

1500-04 Aenal Photography and Denvatives 1500d Aenal photographs All generations, polanties, film types, vertical 
obhque, copies, and associated Index or maplme plot finding aids 
Includes National SCience Foundation (NSF) SCientific Committee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 

1500-04a Film 1500d Aerial photographs All generations, polannes, film types, vertical 
oblique, copies, and associated index or rnaplme plot finding aids 
Includes National SCience Foundation (NSF) SCientific Committee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 

1500-04a( I) Ongmal or first generation, photography, or Imagery 1500d Aenal photographs All generations, polannes, film types, vertical 
oblique, copies, and associated index or maplme plot finding aids 
Includes National SCience Foundation (NSF) SCientific Committee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 

1500-04a(2) Duphcate or second generation 1500d Aenal photographs All generations, polannes, film types, vertical 
oblique, copies, and associated Index or maplme plot finding aids 
Includes National SCience Foundatron (NSF) SCientific Committee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 

1500-04a(3 ) Supphed Source 1500d Aenal photographs All generations, polarities. film types, vertical 
oblique. copies, and associated index or maplme plot findmg aids 
Includes Nanonal SCience Foundation (NSF) SCientific Committee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps. and charts 

or 

on 

2 



Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1500-04b Photorndexes, negative and positive copy 1500d Aerial photographs All generations, polarities, film types, vertical or 
oblique, copies, contract card files, contract folder files, camera 
calibratron data bank, and associated index or rnaplme plot finding 
aids Includes National SCience Foundation (NSF) Sciennfic 
Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and 
charts 

1500-04b( I) Record copy 1500e Mapping photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 
mappmg photography contact prints, diaposrtrves, field notes, green 
books, classificatron, tdentificanon. supplemental & basic control, 
aero tnangulatron annotatron, contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera cahbration data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform mdexes to satellite and 
aerial photographs (considered copres to mdexes referenced m 1500d) 

1500-04b(2) Other Copies 1500e Mappmg photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 
mappmg photography contact prints, diaposmves, field notes, green 
books, classtficatron, idennficatron. supplemental & basic control, 
aero tnangulation annotation. contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera cahbranon data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform indexes to satellite and 
aerial photographs (considered copies to mdexes referenced m 1500d) 

1500-04b(2)a Earth SCIence Information Centers 1500e Mapping photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 
mapping photography contact prints, diaposmves, field notes, green 
books, classrfication, idennficanon, supplemental & baste control, 
aero tnangulanon annotation, contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera cahbration data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform mdexes to satellite and 
aerial photographs (considered copres to mdexes referenced m 1500d) 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1500-04b(2)b Earth Resources Observation Satellite Office 1500e 

1500-05 Pnnts, Annotated 1500e 

1500-06 Pnnts, Non-annotated 1500e 

1501 Image Data 1500 

Mapping photography matenals. Annotated or non-annotated 
mappmg photography contact pnnts, drapositrves, field notes, green 
books, classificanon, identtfication, supplemental & basic control, 
aero tnangulanon annotation, contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera cahbranon data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform Indexes to satellite and 
aenal photographs (considered copies to Indexes referenced In 1500d) 

Mappmg photography matenals Annotated or non-annotated 
mappmg photography contact prints, diaposmves, field notes, green 
books, classificanon, idennficatron, supplemental & baSIC control, 
aero tnangulation annotation, contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera cahbranon data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform Indexes to satellite and 
aenal photographs (considered copies to Indexes referenced In 1500d) 

Mappmg photography matenals Annotated or non-annotated 
mappmg photography contact pnnts, draposittves, field notes, green 
books, classrfication, rdenuficanon, supplemental & baSIC control, 
aero tnangulanon annotation, contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera cahbranon data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, rmcroform Indexes to satellite and 
aenal photographs (considered copies to Indexes referenced In 1500d) 

Land Remote Sensmg (LRS) Program screntific records The LRS 
Program encompasses the Nation's largest, civilran archive of 
remotely sensed land data In the world Workmg WIth NASA, NOAA, 
commercial satellite companies, State and local governments, and 
mternational programs, the LRS Program acquires. marntams, 
preserves, and provides researchers WIth nulhons of records acquired 
from satellite and arrcraft sensors as well as III SItU readings 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1501-01 Satelltte-Acquired Image Data 1500a The National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive 
(NSLRSDA) IS a Government archive containing digital remote 
sensing data of the Earth's land surface EROS Center near SIOUX 
Falls, South Dakota, IS a comprehensive, permanent, and Impartial 
record of the planet's land surface derived from 50+ years of remote 
sensmg On Iy through the use of remote sensing IS It practical to 
quickly understand such developments as deforestation, 
deserttficatton, certain types of environmental contamtnatron, and 
natural hazards Comparisons of satellite Images from different tunes 
can make these phenomena quite clear ASide from the larger question 
of change at the global scale. NSLRSDA collections permit sciennsts 
to study water, energy, and mmeral resource problems, to help protect 
environmental quality, and to contribute to prudent. orderly 
management and development of our Nation's natural resources As 
part of our legislative mandate, the NSLRSDA acquires additional 
remote sensing records meeting the needs of the Nation Current 
collections Include the Landsat Multispectral Scanner (MSS), Landsat 
Thematic Mapper (TM), Landsat Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus 
(ETM+), Landsat Orthorecnfied, Shuttle Radar Topography MIssion 
(SRTM), declassified satellite Imagery. Advanced Very High 
Resolution Radiometer (A VHRR). Large Format Camera, GeoEye 
OrbView-3 and Systeme Probatoire de l'Observation de la Terre 
(SPOT) Imagery The EROS Center has a formal process m place to 
appraise sciennfic collections It maintains or IS offered It has 
established a Collection Policy, which states the type of observational 
records that are of interest to the USGS Once it is deternuned that the 
collection IS In accordance With this policy, the USGS performs a 
comprehensive appraisal mvolvmg sciennsts and managers The 
Criteria form the last element of the process by which collections are 
reviewed for possible mclusion Into the NSLRSDA See Appendices 
B & C [Not media neutral drsposinon applies only to electronic 
records] 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

l501-01a Historical data collections located at EDC l500a The National Satellite Land Remote Sensmg Data Archive 
(NSLRSDA) IS a Government archive contammg digital remote 
sensmg data of the Earth's land surface EROS Center near SIOUX 
Falls, South Dakota, IS a comprehensive, permanent, and nnpartial 
record of the planet's land surface derived from 50+ years of remote 
sensmg Only through the use of remote sensmg IS It practical to 
quickly understand such developments as deforestation, 
desertification, certain types of environmental contammanon, and 
natural hazards Comparisons of satellite Images from different tunes 
can make these phenomena quite clear ASide from the larger question 
of change at the global scale, NSLRSDA collections permit sciennsts 
to study water, energy, and mmeral resource problems, to help protect 
environmental quality, and to contribute to prudent, orderly 
management and development of our Nation's natural resources As 
part of our legislative mandate, the NSLRSDA acquires addrtional 
remote sensmg records meeting the needs of the Natron Current 
collections mclude the Landsat Multispectral Scanner (MSS), Landsat 
Thematic Mapper (TM), Landsat Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus 
(ETM+), Landsat Orthorectified, Shuttle Radar Topography MIssion 
(SRTM), declassified satellite imagery, Advanced Very High 
Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR), Large Format Camera, GeoEye 
Orbvrew-J, and Systeme Probatorre de l'Observation de la Terre 
(SPOT) Imagery The EROS Center has a formal process m place to 
appraise sciennfic collections it mamtains or IS offered It has 
established a Collection Policy, which states the type of observational 
records that are of interest to the USGS Once It IS determmed that the 
collection IS m accordance With this policy, the USGS performs a 
comprehensive appraisal mvolvmg scrennsts and managers The 
criteria form the last element of the process by which collections are 
reviewed for possible mclusion into the NSLRSDA See Appendices 
B & C [Not media neutral disposition applies only to electronic 
records] 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1501-01b Microform mdexes to satellite acquired data 1500e	 Mapping photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 
mapping photography contact prints, diaposmves, field notes, green 
books, classificanon, Identification, supplemental & basic control, 
aero triangulation annotation. contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera calibration data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform indexes to satellite and 
aerial photographs (considered copies to indexes referenced in 1500d) 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1501-01c Data from Landsat 1500a	 The National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive 
(NSLRSDA) ISa Government archive contarnmg digital 
remote sensmg data of the Earth's land surface EROS Center near 
SIOUXFalls, South Dakota, ISa comprehensive, permanent, and 
Impartial record of the planet's land surface derived from 50+ years of 
remote sensmg Only through the use of remote sensmg ISIt practical 
to quickly understand such developments as deforestation, 
desernficatron, certam types of environmental contanunanon, and 
natural hazards Comparisons of satellite Images from different times 
can make these phenomena quite clear ASide from the larger question 
of change at the global scale, NSLRSDA collections permit scientists 
to study water, energy, and mineral resource problems, to help protect 
environmental quality, and to contribute to prudent, orderly 
management and development of our Nanon's natural resources As 
part of our legislative mandate, the NSLRSDA acquires addrnonal 
remote sensing records meetmg the needs of the Nation Current 
collections include the Landsat Multispectral Scanner (MSS), Landsat 
Thematic Mapper (TM), Landsat Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus 
(ETM+), Landsat Orthorectrfied, Shuttle Radar Topography MISSion 
(SRTM), declassified satellite Imagery, Advanced Very High 
Resolution Radiometer (A VHRR), Large Format Camera, GeoEye 
Orbview-J, and Systeme Probatoire de l'Observation de la Terre 
(SPOT) Imagery The EROS Center has a formal process 111 place to 
appraise scienufic collections It mamtains or ISoffered It has 
established a Collection Policy, which states the type of observational 
records that are of interest to the USGS Once It ISdeterrmned that the 
collection IS 111 accordance With this policy, the USGS performs a 
comprehensive appraisal mvolvmg screntists and managers The 
cntena form the last element of the process by which collections are 
reviewed for possible mclusion II1tothe NSLRSDA 
See Appendices B & C [Not media neutral disposmon applies only 
to electronic records] 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1501-0Ic(1) Historically unique projects 1500c Satellite or aerial digital scanner records and short-term or small 
project specific/mission records such as the NASA Earth Observation 
System Pathfinder and Earth Observing Mrssion-I (EOM-l) 
collections Review for inclusion within the National Satellite Land 
Remote Sensmg Data Archive [Not media neutral disposition applies 
only to electronic records] 

1501-0Ic(2) Routine apphcations 1500c Satel1tte or aerial digital scanner records and short-term or small 
project specific/mission records such as the NASA Earth Observation 
System Pathfinder and Earth Observmg Mrssron-l (EOM-l) 
collections Review for inclusion within the National Satellite Land 
Remote Sensing Data Archive [Not media neutral disposition applies 
only to electronic records] 

1501-02 Conventional aircraft 1500d Aerial photographs All generations, polarities, film types, vertical or 
oblique, copies, contract card files, contract folder files, camera 
cahbration data bank, and associated index or maplme plot findrng 
aids Includes National SCience Foundation (NSF) SCientific 
Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and 
charts 

1501-02a Historical data collections 1500c Satellite or aerial digital scanner records and short-term or small 
project specific/mission records such as the NASA Earth Observation 
System Pathfinder and Earth Observing Mrssron-l (EOM-l) 
collections Review for mclusion withm the National Satellite Land 
Remote Sensmg Data Archive [Not media neutral disposition applies 
only to electronic records] 

1501-02b Data from aircraft data archives 1500d Aerial photographs All generations, polarities, film types, vertical or 
oblique, copies, contract card files, contract folder files, camera 
calibratron data bank, and associated index or maplme plot findmg 
aids Includes National SCience Foundation (NSF) SCientific 
Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and 
charts 

9 



Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1501-02b(l) HIstorically or infonnationally unique projects 1500c 

1501-02b(2) Routme apphcatrons 1500c 

1501-03 Automated index 1500d 

Satellite or aerial digital scanner records and short-term or small 
project specrfic/nussion records such as the NASA Earth Observation 
System Pathfinder and Earth Observmg MISSIon-I (EOM-I) 
collections Review for mclusion withm the National Satelhte Land 
Remote Sensing Data Archive [Not media neutral dISPOSItIon applies 
only to electroruc records] 

Satellite or aerial digttal scanner records and short-term or small 
project specific/rmssron records such as the NASA Earth Observation 
System Pathfinder and Earth Observing MISSIon-I (EOM-I) 
collections Review for mclusion withm the National Satellite Land 
Remote Sensmg Data Archive [Not media neutral drsposinon applies 
only to electroruc records] 

Aenal photographs All generations, polanties, film types, vertical or 
oblique, copres, contract card files, contract folder files, camera 
cahbration data bank, and associated index or maplme plot finding 
ards Includes National SCIence Foundation (NSF) Screntific 
Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs. maps, and 
charts 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1501-04 EROS Dignal Image Processing System 1500a The National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Arcluve 
(NSLRSDA) IS a Government archive contammg drgital remote 
sensmg data of the Earth's land surface EROS Center near SIOUX 
Falls, South Dakota, IS a comprehensive, permanent, and unpartral 
record of the planet's land surface derived from 50+ years of remote 
sensmg Only through the use of remote sensing IS It practical to 
quickly understand such developments as deforestation. 
desernficanon, certain types of environmental contammanon, and 
natural hazards Comparisons of satellite Images from drfferent tunes 
can make these phenomena quite clear ASIde from the larger question 

of change at the global scale, NSLRSDA collections pernut screntists 
to study water, energy, and mineral resource problems, to help protect 
environmental quality, and to contribute to prudent, orderly 
management and development of our Nation's natural resources As 
part of our legrslanve mandate, the NSLRSDA acquires addinonal 
remote sensing records meeting the needs of the Nauon Current 
collections Include the Landsat Multispectral Scanner (MSS), Landsat 
Thernatrc Mapper (TM), Landsat Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus 
(ETM+), Landsat Orthorectified, Shuttle Radar Topography MISSIon 
(SRTM), declassified satellite Imagery, Advanced Very HIgh 
Resolution Radiometer (A VHRR), Large Format Camera, GeoEye 
Orbview-J, and Systeme Probatorre de l'Observation de la Terre 
(SPOT) Imagery The EROS Center has a formal process III place to 
appraise sciennfic collections It mamtams or is offered It has 
established a Collection Policy, which states the type of observational 
records that are of Interest to the USGS Once It IS determined that the 
collection IS III accordance WIth this policy, the USGS performs a 
comprehensive appraisal mvolvmg sciennsts and managers The 
cntena form the last element of the process by which collections are 
revrewed for possible mclusion II1to the NSLRSDA 
See Appendices B & C [Not media neutral disposmon applies only 
to electronic records 
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Cross Index of Geography Records DIsposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1501-04a Paper records 1500e Mapping photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 
mapping photography contact prints, draposinves, field notes, green 
books, classificanon, identrficanon, supplemental & basic control, 
aero tnangulatton annotation, contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera calibration data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform Indexes to satellite and 
aerial photographs (considered copies to Indexes referenced In 1500d) 

1501-04b Microfilm 1500e Mapping photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 
mapping photography contact pnnts, diaposmves, field notes, green 
books, classificatron, idennfication, supplemental & basic control, 
aero tnangulation annotation, contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera calibration data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, mrcroform indexes to satellite and 
aerial photographs (considered copies to indexes referenced m 1500d) 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1501-05 EDiPS Defect Report 1500a The Nanonal Satelhte Land Remote Sensmg Data Archive 
(NSLRSDA) IS a Government archive contammg digital remote 
sensmg data of the Earth's land surface EROS Center near SIOUX 
Falls, South Dakota, IS a comprehensive, permanent and imparnal 
record of the planet's land surface denved from 50+ years of remote 
sensmg Only through the use of remote sensing IS It practical to 
quickly understand such developments as deforestation, 
desernficanon, certam types of envrronmental contammation, and 
natural hazards Comparisons of satelhte Images from different times 
can make these phenomena quite clear ASIde from the larger question 

of change at the global scale, NSLRSDA collections permit screntists 
to study water, energy, and rmneral resource problems, to help protect 
environrnental quality; and to contnbute to prudent, orderly 
management and development of our Nation's natural resources As 
part of our legislanve mandate, the NSLRSDA acquires additronal 
remote sensmg records meeting the needs of the Nation Current 
collections mclude the Landsat Multispectral Scanner (MSS), Landsat 
Thematic Mapper (TM), Landsat Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus 
(ETM+), Landsat Orthorectified, Shuttle Radar Topography MISSIon 
(SRTM), declassified satellite Imagery, Advanced Very HIgh 
Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR). Large Format Camera, GeoEye 
Orbview-J, and Systeme Probatorre de l'Observation de la Terre 
(SPOT) Imagery The EROS Center has a formal process III place to 
appraise scientrfic collections It mamtams or IS offered It has 
established a Collection Policy, which states the type of observational 
records that are of mterest to the USGS Once It IS determmed that the 
collection IS 111 accordance WIth thrs polrcy, the USGS performs a 
comprehensive appraisal mvolvmg sciennsts and managers The 
cntena form the last element of the process by which collections are 
reviewed for possible mclusion into the NSLRSDA 
See Appendices B & C [Not media neutral drsposinon apphes only 
to electronic records] 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1501-05a Summarized paper records 1500e Mapping photography matenals Annotated or non-annotated 
mapping photography contact pnnts, diaposmves, field notes, green 
books, classificanon, identrficanon, supplemental & basic control, 
aero tnangulanon annotation, contract card file, contract folder file, 
camera cahbration data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform indexes to satellite and 
aenal photographs (considered copies to Indexes referenced III 1500d) 

1501-05b Tape 1500e Mappmg photography matenals Annotated or non-annotated 
mapping photography contact prints, draposrnves, field notes, green 
books. classification, Identification, supplemental & basic control, 
aero tnangulanon annotation, contract card file. contract folder file, 
camera calibration data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records, quality assurance reports, microform indexes to satellite and 
aenal photographs (considered copies to indexes referenced III 1500d) 

1502 Cartographic Materials Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospattal 
DISPOSition Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1502-0 I One-time sample of a complete map Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DIsposition Schedule 

Information Office 

1502-02 Slope map file Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
DIsposition Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1502-02a Repay Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DISPOSition Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1502-02b USGS Program Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatral 
DISPOSition Schedule 

Informatron Office 

1502-03 Onginal manuscript drawings Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospatial 
DIsposition Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1502-04 Quadrangle or map report Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DISPOSition Schedule 

lnformanon Office 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and Apnl 2005 

1502-05 Map correcnon file Will be addressed In the USGS GeospatJallnformation Office 

1502-06 

1502-07 

1502-07a 

1502-07b 

1502-07c 

1502-07d 

1502-07e 

1502-07f 

1502-07g 

1502-07h 

1502-071 

Advance composites of map compilatton 

Information Sheets and Mise Related Source Matenals 

Reserved 

Name and Information Sheet 

Name and Information Sheet on Frosted Mylar 

Pre-field Name Edit Sheets 

Vertical Accuracy Test (Check) Sheet 

Other MIscellaneous or lnformation Sheets 

Miscellaneous Source Matenal File in Map Jacket 

Miscellaneous Source Material Filed Elsewhere 

Geodetic Control Edit Sheets 

Scientific Records Disposition Schedule 

Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial Information Office 
SCientific Records DIsposition Schedule 

Will be addressed In the USGS Geospanal lnforrnanon Office 
SCientific Records Disposmon Schedule 

Delete 

Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatral lnformanon Office 
SCientific Records DIsposition Schedule 

Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial lnformanon Office 
SCientific Records DIsposition Schedule 

Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial lnformation Office 
SCientific Records DIsposition Schedule 

Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial lnformatron Office 
SCientific Records Drsposinon Schedule 

Will be addressed In the USGS Geospaual Informanon Office 
SCientific Records DIsposition Schedule 

Will be addressed In the USGS Geospanal lnformatron Office 
SCientific Records DISPOSitionSchedule 

Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial Information Office 
SCientific Records DIsposition Schedule 

Will be addressed In the USGS Geospaual lnformanon Office 
SCientific Records DIsposition Schedule 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1502-08 Color Separation Plates Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DIsposition Schedule 

1502-09 Derivative Maps WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

in the USGS Geospatial 
DIsposition Schedule 

1502-09a Ongmal Manuscript Materials WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
Drsposinon Schedule 

1502-09b All Other Color Separation and Related Sheets WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Drsposinon Schedule 

J502-09c Shaded Relief Drawings WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospatral 
DIsposition Schedule 

1502-10 Press-Quality Combined by Color Film WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
Drsposinon Schedule 

1502-11 Reserved Delete 

1502-12 Land Use and Land Cover 150la Land Use / Land Cover and Muln-Resolunon 
collections, and lithographic copies [Not 
applies only to electrornc records] 

1502-12a Record Copy ISOla Land Use / Land Cover and Multi-Resolution 
collections, and lithographic copies [Not 
applies only to electronic records] 

1502-12b Computerized Records ISOla Land Use / Land Cover and Muln-Resolunon 
collections, and lithographic copies [Not 
applies only to electromc records] 

1502-12c All Other Copies ISOla Land Use / Land Cover and Multi-Resolution 
collections, and lithographic copies [Not 
applies only to electronic records] 

Information Office 

Information Office 

lnformanon Office 

lnformatron Office 

lnforrnanon Office 

Information Office 

Land Charactensncs 
media neutral disposition 

Land Charactensncs 
media neutral disposition 

Land Characteristics 
media neutral drsposrnon 

Land Charactensncs 
media neutral drsposinon 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1503 Digital Cartographic Data Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1503-01 National Digital 
Data Base 

Cartographic Data Base/Operational Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Drsposinon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1503-0 Ia Digital LIne Graphs Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospanal 
DISpOSitIOn Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1503-01 b Digital Terrain Elevation Models Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DIspOSitIOn Schedule 

Information Office 

1503-01c Digital Orthophoto Quadrangles Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospanal 
DIspOSitIOn Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1503-01d Digital Land Use/Land Cover Data Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1503-0 Ie Digital Raster Graphics Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospanal 
DIspOSitIOn Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1503-01 f Documentation for Above Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospattal 
DIspOSitIOn Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1503-01g Digital Terram Elevation Data Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DISPOSition Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1503-01h Digital Chart of the World Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
DIspOSitIOn Schedule 

lnforrnanon Office 

1503-02 Intermediate Data Files Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DIspOSitIOn Schedule 

Information Office 

1503-03 Digital Data Received From Other Agencies Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospanal 
DIspOSitIOn Schedule 

Informatron Office 
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Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1504 Cartographic 
Products 

Matenals which do not Support Standard WIll be addressed 
Scrennfic Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
DIspOSItIon Schedule 

Information Office 

1504a Data Acquired Independently ofNMD WIll be addressed 
Sciennfic Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
Drsposinon Schedule 

lnformation Office 

1504b Data Consisnng of New Observations Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS 
Drspositron 

Geospanal 
Schedule 

lnformatron Office 

1505 Ortho Products WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1505-01 Orthophotograph Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

in the USGS Geospanal 
DIsposition Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1505-02 Orthophotoquad WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

in the USGS Geospanal 
Dtsposrtion Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1505-03 Orthophotomap WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

Inforrnanon Office 

1505-03a Record Copy Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
DIsposition Schedule 

lnformatron Office 

1505-03b All Other Copies Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
DIspOSitIOn Schedule 

Inforrnation Office 

1505-04 Non-Standard Ortho Products Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS Geospatral 
Drsposinon Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1506 Index/Progress Maps 1500d Aenal photographs All generations, polanties, film types, vertical 
oblique, copies, and associated mdex or maphne plot findmg aids 
Includes National SCience Foundation (NSF) SCientific Committee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 
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1506-01 High Altitude Photography Index 1500d Aerial photographs All generations, polarities, film types, vertical 
oblique, copies, and associated index or map line plot finding aids 
Includes National SCience Foundation (NSF) SCientific Committee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 

1506-02 Status and Progress of Mappmg l500d Aerial photographs All generanons, polarities, film types, vertical 
oblique, copies, and associated mdex or maphne plot finding aids 
Includes National SCience Foundation (NSF) Sciennfic Committee 
Antarcnc Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 

1506-02a Record Copy 1500d Aerial photographs All generations, polarities, film types, vertical 
oblique, copies, and associated index or maplme plot finding aids 
Includes National SCIence Foundation (NSF) SCientific Committee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 

1506-02b All Other Copies 1500d Aerial photographs All generanons, polarities, film types, vertical 
oblique, copies, and associated index or maplme plot findmg aids 
Includes National SCience Foundanon (NSF) SCientific Cornrruttee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 

1506-03 State Planning Map Will be addressed 
SCIentific Records 

m the USGS 
Disposmon 

Geospatial 
Schedule 

Information Office 

1506-04 A-16 Graphics Will be addressed 
SCIentific Records 

m the USGS Geospatial 
DIspOSItIOn Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1506-04a Annotated Graphics Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS 
Disposmon 

Geospatral 
Schedule 

Inforrnation Office 

1506-04b Computer Graplucs Will be addressed 
Sciennfic Records 

III the USGS Geospatial 
DIspOSItIOn Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1506-04c Related Machine-Readable Records Will be addressed 
Sciennfic Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
DISpOSItIOn Schedule 

Informanon Office 
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1506-05 

1506-05a 

1506-05b 

1506-06 

1506-06a 

1506-06b 

1506-06c 

1507 

1507-01 

1507-02 

Product Availabihty Maps 

Map or Ortho Availabihty 

Photography Progress Map 1500e 

Control Index Maps 

I 500.000-scale Annotated Copies of USGS State Base 

Maps 

I 250,000-scale Annotations on a Base Prepared by 

National Ocean Survey 

Other Scales No Longer Produced by USGS 

FIeld Control Data 

Basic Control FIeld Notebooks 

Basic Control Computation Books 

Will be addressed m the USGS Geospatial lnformation Office 

Scientific Records Drsposinon Schedule 

Will be addressed m the USGS Geospanal lnformanon Office 

Sciennfic Records Disposmon Schedule 

Mappmg photography materials Annotated or non-annotated 

mappmg photography contact prints. draposrtives, field notes, green 

books. classrfication, idennficanon, supplemental & basic control. 
aero tnangulatron annotation, contract card file. contract folder file. 
camera caltbration data bank, photographic laboratory operational 
records. quality assurance reports. rrucroform indexes to satellite and 

aerial photographs (considered copres to indexes referenced III 1500d) 

Will be addressed III the USGS Geospanal lnforrnatron Office 

Screntific Records DIspOSItIon Schedule 

Will be addressed m the USGS Geospanal Informanon Office 

Sciennfic Records DIspOSItIon Schedule 

Will be addressed m the USGS Geospatial Informanon Office 

Scientrfic Records DIspOSItIOn Schedule 

WIll be addressed m the USGS Geospatral lnformanon Office 

Sciennfic Records DIspOSItIon Schedule 

Will be addressed m the USGS Geospanal Information Office 

Sciennfic Records DIspOSItIon Schedule 

Will be addressed III the USGS Geospatial Informanon Office 

Scientific Records DIspOSItIon Schedule 

Will be addressed in the USGS Geospanal lnformanon Office 

Sciennfic Records DIspOSItIon Schedule 

20 



Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1507-03 Report on Permanent Survey Mark Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial 
Screntific Records Disposmon Schedule 

lnformation Office 

1507-04 Bench Mark Reset Letter Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatral 
Scientrfic Records Disposrtron Schedule 

lnformation Office 

1507-04a Paper Records Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial 
Scienufic Records Disposmon Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1507-04b MIcrofilm Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial 
Scientific Records Dtsposrtion Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1507-05 Aerotnangulatton File WIll be addressed In the USGS Geospatial 
Sciennfic Records Drsposrtion Schedule 

lnformatron Office 

1507-05a Computer LIsting Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial 
Scientrfic Records Drsposinon Schedule 

lnformatron Office 

1507-05b Machine-Readable Records Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial 
SCIentific Records Drsposinon Schedule 

lnformation Office 

1507-06 Old Geological Survey Levels and Horizontal Controls WIll be addressed In the USGS Geospanal 
SCIentific Records Disposmon Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1507-06a MIcrofilm Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial 
SCIentific Records Disposinon Schedule 

lnformation Office 

1507 -06a( I ) SIlver Ongmal and One Duplicate Will be addressed m the USGS Geospatial 
Sciennfic Records Disposmon Schedule 

lnformatron Office 

1507-06a(2) All Others WIll be addressed In the USGS Geospatial 
Sciennfic Records DISposition Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1507-06b Paper Will be addressed In the USGS Geospatial 
Sciennfic Records Disposmon Schedule 

lnformation Office 
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1507-06b( J) If Filmed Will be addressed 
Sciennfic Records 

In the USGS Geospatral 
DISposItIOn Schedule 

lnformatron Office 

1507-06b(2) If Not FIlmed WIll be addressed 
Scientrfic Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
Drsposinon Schedule 

lnformation Office 

1507-07 Secondary Control and FIeld Notebooks Will be addressed 
Sctenttfic Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Disposinon Schedule 

Information Office 

1507-07a Supplemental Control Books Will be addressed 
Scientrfic Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1507-07b All Other Notebooks WIll be addressed 
Scientrfic Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
Disposinon Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1507-07c Supplemental FIeld Altimetry Notes and Computations Will be addressed 
Scrennfic Records 

III the USGS Geospaual 
DIspOSItIon Schedule 

Informatron Office 

1507-08 Control LIsts Will be addressed 
Sciennfic Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
DIspOSItIon Schedule 

lnformation Office 

1507-08a USGS Control LIsts Will be addressed 
Screntific Records 

III the USGS Geospaual 
DIspOSItIOn Schedule 

lnforrnanon Office 

1507-08b Other Agencies' Control LIsts Will be addressed 
Scientrfic Records 

III the USGS Geospatial 
DIspOSItIOn Schedule 

lnforrnation Office 

1507-08c Control Folder WIll be addressed 
Scientrfic Records 

III the USGS Geospatral 
DIspOSItIon Schedule 

lnformatron Office 

1508 ESIClDlstnbutlOn Flies Will be addressed 
Sciennfic Records 

111 the USGS Geospatial 
DIspOSItIOn Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1508-01 Orders and Correspondence FIles Will be addressed 
Screntific Records 

III the USGS Geospattal 
DIspOSItIon Schedule 

Informatron Office 
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1508-01 a Headquarters-All Correspondence Microfilmed Will be addressed 
Scientrfic Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Drsposinon Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1508-0 I a( I ) Paper Will be addressed 
Screntific Records 

III the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1508-0 Ia(2) MIcrofilm WIll be addressed 
SCIentific Records 

In the USGS Geospatral 
Drsposinon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1508-01b Mappmg Centers WIll be addressed 
Screnttfic Records 

III the USGS Geospanal 
Disposinon Schedule 

Informatron Office 

1508-02 Stock LIsting Card WIll be addressed 
Screntrfic Records 

III the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1508-03 Penodrc Mailmg LIsts WIll be addressed 
Scientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1509 Reference FIles (Cartographic) WIll be addressed 
Scientrfic Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
Disposmon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1509-0 I Inventory of Cartographic Data Bases WIll be addressed 
Sciennfic Records 

III the USGS Geospatral 
Disposmon Schedule 

Informatron Office 

1509-01 a Ongmal Machine-Readable Records WIll be addressed 
Screntific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Dispostnon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1509-0 Ib MIcrofiche WIll be addressed 
Scientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

Inforrnation Office 

1509-02 USGS Publicanons WIll be addressed In the USGS Geospatral 
Scientific Records Disposmon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1509-02a( I) Current FIles WIll be addressed III the USGS Geospanal 
Scrennfic Records Drsposrtion Schedule 

lnformanon Office 
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1509-02a(2) Historical Map File Will be addressed 
Scientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatral 
Disposition Schedule 

Information Office 

1509-02a(3) Paper Records Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
DIsposition Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1509-02b Microfilm Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Drsposinon Schedule 

Information Office 

1509-02b(l ) Record Copy, Backup Copy Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1509-02b(2) All Other Copies WIll be addressed 
Scientific Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1509-02c Published or Processed Record Set, All Maps Will be addressed 
Screntific Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
DIsposition Schedule 

Informatron Office 

1509-02c( I ) Record Copy Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

m the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1509-02c(2 ) All Other Copies Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospatral 
Disposmon Schedule 

lnforrnatron Office 

1509-02d Index Maps and Catalogs of Published Maps Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospatral 
Disposmon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1509-02d( I ) All Other Copies Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospanal 
Disposition Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1509-03 Non-USGS Pubhcations Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

m the USGS Geospanal 
Drsposrtion Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1509-03a Domestic Geospanal Names Map File Will be addressed 
SCIentific Records 

in the USGS Geospanal 
DIspOSItIon Schedule 

Information Office 

24 



Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1509-03b Other Records Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DIsposition Schedule 

lnforrnanon Office 

1509-04 RT-C Historical Record Card File Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospanal 
DIsposition Schedule 

lnformation Office 

1509-05 Master Road Plans Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
Drsposrtion Schedule 

lnformation Office 

1509-06 Map Jacket and Matenals Locator and Accession Flies Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DIsposition Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1509-06a Production and Research 
Tracking Flies 

Support Record Matenals Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DISPOSition Schedule 

Information Office 

1509-06b FRC Accession Files Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospanal 
DISPOSition Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1509-06c Map Separates lnformation System Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
DISPOSition Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1509-06d Map Separates Trackmg System Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatral 
DISPOSition Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1509-07 Map and Chart lnformation System Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatral 
DISpOSitIOn Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1509-08 Quadrangle Name Changes Card File Will be addressed 
Scientific Records 

III the USGS Geospatial 
DISPOSition Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1510 Geographical Names Information System Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

In the USGS Geospatial 
DISPOSition Schedule 

Information Office 

1510-01 Formal Publicanons Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

in the USGS Geospatial 
Disposrtion Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

25 



Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules, Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1510-02 Microfiche Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

m the USGS Geospanal 
DISposition Schedule 

lnformatron Office 

1510-03 Magnetic Tape Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospatial 
Disposmon Schedule 

Informatron Office 

1510-03a State Gazetteer Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

m the USGS Geospatral 
DIsposition Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1510-03b Decrsions by the Board on Geospatial Names Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

III the USGS Geospatral 
DISposition Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1510-04 National Gazetteer of the Uruted States WIII be addressed 
Scientific Records 

III the USGS Geospatial 
DISPOSItIon Schedule 

Information Office 

1510-05 Domestic Geospatial Names File Will be addressed 
Screntific Records 

m the USGS Geospanal 
DISPOSition Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1510-06 Annotated USGS Topographical Maps WIll be addressed 
Screntific Records 

III the USGS Geospatial 
DISPOSItIon Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1510-06a Phase II Compilations for States WIII be addressed 
SCIentific Records 

III the USGS Geospanal 
DISposition Schedule 

Information Office 

1511 Miscellaneous Records 1500d Aerial photographs All generations, polannes, film types, vertical 
oblique, copies, and associated mdex or maplme plot finding aids 
Includes National SCIence Foundation (NSF) SCIentific Committee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 

1511-01 SCientific Committee on Antarctica Research File 1500d Aerial photographs All generations, polannes, film types, vertical 
oblique. copies, and associated index or maplme plot findmg aids 
Includes National SCIence Foundation (NSF) Scrennfic Committee 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) photographs, maps, and charts 

or 

on 

1511-02 Mappmg Requirements File WIll be addressed 
Screntific Records 

in the USGS Geospatial 
DISPOSition Schedule 

lnformanon Office 
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1511-02a FIle Summaries Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

m the USGS Geospanal 
Disposition Schedule 

lnformatron Office 

1511-02b All Other Records Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

tn the USGS 
Drsposinon 

Geospanal 
Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1511-03 

1511-03a 

Authorization 

Record Copy 

File 

m Mapping Center 

WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

m the USGS Geospanal 
Disposmon Schedule 

m the USGS Geospanal 
Drsposinon Schedule 

Information 

lnformanon 

Office 

Office • 
IS11-03b All Other Copies Will be addressed 

SCientific Records 
III the USGS Geospaual 
Disposmon Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1511-04 Technical Papers lnformation FIle WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

tn the USGS Geospanal 
DIspOSitIOn Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1511-04a Record Copy m Headquarters Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS 
Drsposinon 

Geospanal 
Schedule 

Informanon Office 

1511-04b All Other Copies WIll be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS 
Drspositron 

Geospatial 
Schedule 

Information Office 

1511-05 Geography Program Project Records 1500fand 
150lb 

LRS Program and Project records All Program 
budgets, milestones, and review documentation 

and Project plans, 

GAM Program and Project 
Program and Project plans, 
documentation 

records and quality 
budgets, milestones, 

assurance reports 
and review 

All 

1511-05a W orkrng Records Will be addressed 
Scientific Records 

111 the USGS 
Drsposinon 

Geospanal 
Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

1511-0Sb Other Workmg Records Will be addressed 
SCientific Records 

111 the USGS Geospanal 
DIspOSitIOn Schedule 

lnformanon Office 

27 



Cross Index of Geography Records Disposition Schedules. Dated May 1999 and April 2005 

1511-06 Quality Assurance Records Will be addressed In the USGS Geospanal Information Office 
Screntific Records Disposmon Schedule 

1511-07 Photographic Laboratory Operational Records 1500e Mapping photography material Annotated or non-annotated mapping 
photography contact prints, diaposmves, field notes, green books, 
classificanon, idennficanon, supplemental & basic control. aero 
tnangulanon annotation. contract card file, contract folder file. camera 
cahbranon data bank, photographic laboratory operatronal records, 
quality assurance reports, rrucroforrn Indexes to satellite and aerial 
photographs (considered copres to Indexes referenced In 1500d) 
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