
REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY 

To NATIONAL ARCHIVES & RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 

8601 ADELPHI ROAD COLLEGE PARK, MD 20740-6001 
FROM (Agency or establishment) 

US Department of Transportation 

JOB NUMBER 

Date received (? b!o? 
NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY 

2 MAJOR SUBDIVISION 
Federal Railroad Admm1strat1on 

In accordance with the provIsIons of 44 U S C 3303a, the 
dIspos1tIon request, Includ1ng amendments, Is approved 

---~~-------------------------1 except for items that may be marked "dIsposItIon not 
3 Ml NOR SUBDIVISION approved" or "withdrawn" In column 10 

4 NAME OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER 

Jamee Hill 

6 AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

5 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

(202) 493-6132 

I hereby certify that I am authorized to act for this agency in matters pertaining to the d1spos1t10n of its records and that the 
records proposed for disposal on the attached _l_ page(s) are not needed now for the business for this agency or will not be 
needed after the retention periods specified, and that written concurrence from the General Accounting Office, under the 
prov1s10ns of Title 8 of the GAO Manual for Guidance of Federal Agencies, 

DATE 

~ ·27 

7 ITEM NO 

[:J..is not requlfed D 1s attached. or 

- -SIGNATURE OF AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE , 

'.---~~\J'\ \~ 

8 DE ~IPTION OF ITEM AND PROPOSED DISPOSITION \ 

Railroad Network System (GIS) 

The GIS Intermodal Network 1s a c 
representation of the U S ratl network a 
mformatton It mcludes two rail net 

t are lmk-node dep1ct1ons of the te structure of 
the S railroad system The 1mary use of the 

s safety and ratl mdu economic analysis 
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N 
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s of physical media 

on CD-ROM, they must 
ards for transfer to the 

Admm1strat1on 

the recordkeepmg copy 1s a manent record and 
1s mamtamed m an electromc for 
NARA m accordance with 36 CFR 12 

If the recordkeepmg copy 1s a temporary rec 
1s mamtamed m an electromc format, keep the f1 
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TITLE 
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CITATION 

10 ACTION TAKEN 
(NARA USE ONLY) 
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Railroad Network System (formerly GIS Intermodal Network) 

The Railroad Network System 1s a computer representation of the U S rail network and milepost mformat1on 
It mcludes two rat! network databases that are link-node dep1ct10ns of the route structure of the U S railroad 
system It 1s cross-referenced with other surface transportat10n mformat10n from external sources and other 
databases mamtamed by FRA The pnmary use of the system 1s safety and rail industry economic analysis 

Background: 
The pnmary Geographic lnformat10n Systems (GIS) layers are the backbone of the system These layers are 
updated annually and support numerous applications and other spatial data layers The followmg 1s the hst of 
the pnmary GIS layers mamtamed at FRA The maJonty of these spatial layers 1s part of the National 
Transportat10n Atlas Database (NT AD) and 1s w1thm the Nat10nal Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) 

• 1 1 00k network 
• MIiepost 
• Freight Stat10ns 
• Grade Crossmgs 
• Amtrak Stat10ns 

The secondary GIS layers are spatial mformat10n that are generated from the pnmary data layers As the 
reqmrements of spatial layers are defined and redefined, the spatial layers and the applications will contmuously 
expand 

The non-propnetary spatial data 1s available from FRA's website 
http //frag1s frasafety net/GISFRASafety/default aspx 

1. Inputs - Waybill Data· Surface Transportat10n Boards' Carload Waybill Sample used as a 
secondary layer Produced under an mteragency agreement 

D1spos1t10n Temporary Delete when data have been entered mto the master file or database 
and venfied, or when no longer reqmred to support reconstruct10n of, or serve as backup to, a 
master file or database, whichever 1s later 

2. Inputs 1A... JI Others: Data files from a vanety of sources that are uploaded to the master file 
Includes but 1s not hm1ted to 
Pnmary Layer 

• Rail milepost data (FRA' s TRIP/ATIP data and railroads), 
• Rm! lmes and nodes ( l l OOk netv,·ork)(Class l Railroads, Regional Rails, Short Lme rails, 

State DOTs), 
• Freight station locat10ns(Centrahzed Station Master (CSM), Rmhnc), 
• Amtrak station loeat10ns (Amtrak), 
• H1gh,.vay railroad grade erossmg locations (National Grade Crossmg Inventory Database) 

Secondary Layer 
• Inspect10n (FRA' s Safety Inspector data), 
• Accident data (FRJ\'s Form 6180 54 Rail Eqmpment Acc1dent/Inc1dent), 
• Qmet Zones (FR.A Office of Safety), 
• Trespassers (Nat10nal Response Center), 
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D1spos1t10n TemporaF)' Delete when data have been entered mto the master file or database 
and venfied, or when no longer reqmred to support reconstruct10n of, or serve as backup to, a 
master file or database, \Vh1chever 1s later <GRS 20, Item 2b &c> 

3. Master file - Primary Layer: Lmk and Node vector database that 1s a representation of the 
rail segments m North America The lmks are the hnear network whlle the nodes control the 
topology of the network Attributes of nodes may include state abbrev1at1on, state and county FIPS, 
FRA reg10n, and country Attributes of hnks may include length of segment m mlles, state and 
county FIPS, FRA region, owner, trackage rights, start node, end node, STRACTNET identifier 
Also mcludes rall milepost data, Freight and Amtrak station locat10ns, and h1ghway-rallroad grade 
crossmg locations Covers 1994 to present 

D1spos1t1on Permanent. Cutoff annually Transfer data files to NARA 3 months after cut off, 
as specified m 36 CFR 1228 270 or standards applicable at the time 

4. Master file - Secondary Layer: includes data files that comprise the secondary data layer 

D1spos1tlon Temporary Destroy or delete after 5 years or when no longer needed, whichever 
1s later 

5. Outputs Ad Hoe Reports: Includes ad hoc hardcopy and electromc maps, statistical reports, 
analyses, etc 

D1spos1t10n TemporaF)' Delete when the agency determmes that they are no longer needed 
for admm1strat1ve, legal, audll, or other operat10nal purposes <GRS 20, Item 12a & 16> 

6. Outputs - Data Exports - Maior: Data Exports for other government agencies, state and 
local DOTs and the rail mdustry to repurpose the data Examples of maJor data exports mclude 
National Transportat10n Atlas Database (NT AD) { Bureau of Transportat10n Statistics (BTS)}, 
Congressional requests, items that attract substantial national media attention, and exports that 
reqmre the mampulat10n of more than one database/data set 

D1spos1t1on Temporary Close files at end of the fiscal year m which the case 1s closed 
Destroy or delete 5 years after export or when no longer needed, whichever 1s later 

7. Outputs Date Exports ~4inor: Ad hoc data exports for other government agencies, state 
and local DOTs and the rail mdustry to repurpose the data consrntmg of records eJctracted from a 
smgle master file or database 

D1spos1t10n TemperOF)' Delete v,hen the agency determmes that they are no longer needed for 
admm1strat1ve, legal, audit, or other operat10nal purposes <GRS 20, Item 5> 

8. S~rstem Doeumentetions: Regardless of medmm system spec1ficat1ons, file spec1ficat10ns, 
codebooks, record layouts, user gmdes, output spec1ficat10ns, and any other system spec1ficat10ns 
relatmg to the files 
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D1spos1tton Penunnent Transfer to NARA 1.v1th the permanent electromc records to whwh the 
documentat10n relates <GRS 20, Item 1lal> 
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