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REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY 

To: NATIONAL ARCHIVES & RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 

8601 ADELPHI ROAD COLLEGE PARK, MD 20740-6001 
FROM (Agency or establishment) 

U.S. Department of Transpmtation (DOT) 

MAJOR SUBDIVISION 
h Ad · (FHWAFedera1 Hig

. 
way mmistration ) 

JOB NUMBER 
Nl-406- / O - / 

Date received 

NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY 

In accordance with the provIsIons of 44 USC 3303a, the 
d1spos1t1on request, 1nclud1ng amendments, Is approved 

t---,-M.,,..IN,....,O...,,R---,S,.,..U=B=D..,.,IV-IS--,I-O-N---------------------, except for items that may be marked "d1spos1t1on not 
approved" or "withdrawn" In column 1 O 

Office of Policy and Governmental Affairs (HPL), Office 
of Highway Policy Information (HPPI) 

4. NAME OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER 

Heather Contrino 

AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

DATE5 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

(202) 366-5060 

I hereby certify that I am authonzed to act for this agency m matters pertaining to the d1spos1t1on of its records and that the 
records proposed for disposal on the attached _4_ page(s) are not needed now for the business for this agency or will not be 
needed after the retention penods specified, and that written concurrence from the General Accountab1ltty Office, under the 
prov1s1ons of Title 8 of the GAO Manual for Guidance of Federal Agencies, 

~ 1s not requtred D 1s attached; or 

DATE SIGNATURE OF AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE 

-"'Ir: .~- ~. ,, t7f / ~ ~ -Victor S Wagher {/~ A r t,v,/4October 5, 2009 

7 ITEM NO 8 DESCRIPTION OF ITEM AND PROPOSED DISPOSITION 

This schedule covers the National Highway Travel 
Survey (NHTS) m the Office of Policy and 
Governmental Affairs (HPL), Office of Highway 
Pohcy Information (HPPI), maintained in the 
Washington Headquarters Office of the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA). This schedule 
supersedes SF 115 job number Nl-406-04-2. 

See attached. 
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The FHW A's Office of Highway Policy Information 
(HPPI) conducts the Nat10nal Household Travel Survey 
(NHTS) (formerly named the Nationwide Personal 
Transportat10n Survey (NPTS)) to obtam mformation 
on the travel demand and behavior of the Amencan 
pubhc. The NHTS is the authontatlve source of 
national data on the travel behavior of the Amencan 
pubhc Seehttp://nhtsoml.gov/ 

Conducted since 1969, the NHTS is the nation's 
mventory of daily and long-distance travel. The NHTS 
is the nat10n' s flagship survey to quantify the travel 
behavior of the Amencan pubhc The survey has 
provided the nat10n with authoritative data on travel by 
all modes of transportation, for all travel purposes, and 
all travel distances. The NHTS provides vital data on 
Amencan passenger travel and can be used to examme 
the relationship among social and demographic change, 
land development patterns, and transportation. The 
NHTS is an essential tool for those senously mterested 
111 understandmg travel behavior and transportation 
plannmg issues 

The NHTS data is mtended to address a number of 
issues m transportat10n, ranging in scope from the 
impacts of gas tax changes to tnp generation rates 
needed to calibrate travel demand models. Along the 
way there are a number of issues that relate to how we, 
as a nat1011, are evolvmg - the changing roles of women 
and men withm the family structure, the growth and 
mcreased mobility of the older dnver population, the 
contmued mcrease 111 vehicle ownership, and the 
cont111ued decentralization of our metropolitan areas 

The dataset allows analysis of daily travel by all modes, 
mcludmg charactenstics of the people travelmg, the1r 
household, and the1r vehicles The NHTS has been 
conducted m 1969, 1977, 1983, 1990, 1995, 2001, and 
2008. The 2008 NHTS collected annual mformatlon on 
travel by all modes of transportation for approxnnately 
150,000 households. 

lnJ)uts Sm,'ey aata eelleetea '<'ia Gem1rntef Assistea GRS 20, Item 2c 

+elepheee lflteFViev,,mg EGA+I~ aea eeteFea mte the 
system aifeetly ay the mtePnewef. eaeh heHsehela m 
the sample was assigeea a speeifie 24 heHf "+fa:•,zel 
f>ay" aea IE=ept aiaRes ta fe€8f8: all trn•,,el ay all 
heHsehela memaefS fef the ass1geea aay. A 28 aay 
"+fa,,,el Peflea" was assigeea ta eelleet leegef a1staHee 
tmvel Ee•,'ef ~Q miles ffem heme~ fef eaeh heHsehela 
memeef, aHa melHaes mfeFmaheH 8H leHg eemmHtes, 
a1Ff3eft aeeess, aHa e"'emight stays +he assigeee tf&,'el 
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day was the last day of the assigned travel period 

See 2008 Ci\TI Questionnaire at 
http //nhts ornl gov/2008/doc/NHTS 2008 Ouestionnai 

DISPOSITION: Temporary. Destroy/delete when 
data have been entered into master file or database and 
venfied, or \vhen no longer needed to support 
reconstruction of, or serve as backup to, the master file 
or database, v,rh10hever 1s later 

Master Files. Consist of four major data files: 
household, person, daily tnp, and velucle files 

Household files mclude data on number of people, 
number of dnvers, number of workers, number of 
vehicles, mcome, housmg type/tenure, lifecycle, 
expenditure and use of transportation fuel. 

Person files mclude data on age, sex, driver status, 
usual commute, flexibility/work at home, 
race/etlmicity, born m U.S. 

Dady tnp files mclude data on ongin and destmation 
address, time tnp started and ended, dwell time (at 
location), travel time and distance, means of 
transportation, detailed purpose, travel party size, and 
whether tnp mcluded Interstate/toll 

Vehicle files mclude data on make/model/year, 
hybnd/altemative fuel, how long owned, annual 
nuleage, accrued mileage, mam driver, and fuel 
efficiency. 

DISPOSITION: PERMANENT. Cut off at the end of 
the calendar year Transfer copies of completed 
electromc data files to the National Archives and 
Records Admmistration (NARA) at the close of each 
calendar year, in accordance with 36 CFR 1228 270. 

Outputs. 

Final Reports Summaries of Travel Trends and Our 
Nations Travel which are standard summary reports for 
the NHTS program. Include also new NHTS data 
reports as they are developed Fmal reports are 
available m hard copy and also published on the 
website. See http://nhts ornl gov/publications.shtml. 

DISPOSITION. PERMANENT. Cut off at the end of 
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the calendar year. fransfer electronic copies of final 
NHTS Reports to NARA annually 

Other ad hoe reports. 

t>ISPGSI+IGN: '.Iemporar~• 9elete 'NheH the 

GRS 20, Item 5 

GRS 20, Item 
1 la(2) 

AgeHey EleteFm:mes that they aFe He leHgeF Heeaea feF 

4. 

aammistrahve, legal, aua1t, er etheF eperat10Hal 
purpeses. 

System Doeumentatioe. File spee1fieat10Hs, 
eeaeeeelEs, Feeera layeuts, Elata El1etleHaRes, eutput 
speeifieaheHs, EleeumeHtaheH ef sample aHEl SUPo'ey 
Eles1gn meluamg sup,zey instrument ~FegaFElless ef 
meamm) Felating te the NaheHal Heusehela Travel 
SuFvey·. 

t>ISPGSITIGN: PER±\IIANEN'.I. TraHsfeF te the 
NatleHal ArehP,•es with the peFmanent eleetrnme 
FeeeFas te ,,..,,h1eh the aeeun:ieHtatleH relates. 
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