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9.7. JO.8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 
SAMPLE ORITEM NO. (WITH INCLUSIVE DATES OR RETENTION PERIODS) ACTION TAKENJOB NO. 

Current Medicare Survey (CMS) Statistics - Supplementary 
Medical Insurance Sample ( Part BJ 

These files are accumulated by the Office of Research 
and Statistics and converted to microfilm for continuous 
use. The files provide current data on the utilization 
of medical care services by beneficiaries of the medical 
insurance program (Part B of Medicare). 

Included are the Current M2dicare Survey questionnaires, 
which record such information as: name and address of 
resp:,ndent, date and place of doctor visits, type of 
physician, condition treated, medical services received 
(x-rays, medical tests, ambulance services, etc.), and 
total charges incurred, Also included is the Demographic 
Record, SSA-1758B, which records supplemental information 
on the characteristics of beneficiaries and their 
families. 

a. Destroy after microfilm has been verified as being 
accurate. 

. ' b. Destroy microfilm after 20 yea-rs, or when no longer 
required in current operations, whichever is later. 

Fonr copies, including original, to be submitted to the National Archive ■ and Records Service 16-59429-3 GPO 
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THE SSA ADViIHISTRATIVE DIRECTIVES SYSTEM 

SURVEYS A.ND STUDIES BDOO f:15-3 
Guide Circular6-7-68 
DO:PDH 

CURHEiiT i\!EDICARE SURVEY- -PART B 

PURPOSE Mm OBECTrgs 

As you know, the Current l,fedicare Survey (CMS) was initiated in 1966 at 
the beginning of the :-:edicare program. ~egular statistics for the 
Medicare program depend on receipt by the Social Security Administration 
of copies of bi 11s after payment by carriers and interr:;ediaries thrc1.i.gh­
out the country. Considerable delays in the availability of current 
information are inherent in the regular billing and statistical reportin; 
systems. Ci,'.S was designed to overcome this delay by providing Clt-:-rent 
data on the utilization of and the charges for medical care use by 
pers-ons covered u:1dS!r t::.e progrc:m. 

( ,) 
The Current l-1edic2::-e Survey is composed of two parts: The hospital 
insurance sa::::rple (?2rt A), with which the district offices are directly 
involvecfT <3nrl-tb 0 _~t:p-ple!:;entary .I:Iedical insurance sa:n:;:,le (Part B). See 
Guio.e Circula::- 3:S,OJ f: 15-1 dated April 10, 1968: for the latest 
desc:?:ipticr1 of t:-,e ::-.osp::. tal insurance sample. While district offices are 
not directly involved ir. the Sr.II ssr:iple, this circulsr is intended to 
provide bac;:gro'--l,1d inforr.ation on the current operation and status of the 
Part B sample. 

Inforrr.ation abo•.1t t:.e services i:.sed under the medical insurance prog::-2.m 
is obtained by :::onthly field interviews with a sanple cf the enrolled 
population. 'I·he ir.te:::-views are conducted for SS!, by the Eureau of 
the Cens1.,s. Census ::.ntervie,;ers use a ques,:;ionnaire (:<orm SSA-l75c~ or 
SSA-1752A) to obtain-and record ~he follo~ing items of information fr~r.i 
each ben<2ficiary in tne sample: _nar.ie and c:ddress of respondent, date and 
place of doctor visits, -c:rpe of physician, condition tre2,:;ec., ot:1er 
medj_cal services rc:::c-2iyed: includin:;; covered r.'.edical ser':ices receive:i. 
in the hospital anj n~·sin~ home: as ~ell as X-rays, medical tests, 
ambulance services, :J.nd t.he like.--~ Also incl'..ided are questions relatit·,; 
to the tot2l a~o~nt c~ the bill, the por,:;ion not covered by the progrem, 
and the source of pay:;ient of this portion. 

Filing Instructions: iile this circul3r in th2 bin0cr lRbeled SSA 
Adminis~rative Di:-2c-:i·;e::, Syste:n i!l ?art 15, "Surv<?ys end Studies:" a!1d 
post receipt on the c~ecklist of BDOJ Transmittal !~tices. 

Distribu:.ion: ';Q -:11.l :~Ir:;o headq•.:nrter:::;, :-ecio;iel, district and branch 
offices on E:COO Gui:ic and Circular r...:-,ilin[; list. 
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The same questionnaire is used each month to collect the desired infor­
mation from the apprcxir'.!Etel:r 4_. 000 persons in the sample. The same 
beneficiaries re'.'::.3in in t~e sa~p:e t~..ro~ghout the course of a 15-month 
"survey year," correspon:li::g ~o the period affected by the $50 
deductible under the SMI ;rogram. Because of the relationship to the 
deductible, the "survey ye2::- 11 generally begins in October and ends in 
December of the followiri_g year. A diary (Form SSA-1611) is also left 
each nor.th with persons i:1 t0e sample to enable them to record the 
medical services used duri~5 that nonth and to aid them in recalling 
the services used at the tice of the interview early the following month. 

In addition to tr.e "basic" infor:::iation collected each month, CMS is 
used at times to collect supple~ental information that is particularly 
useful and may be needed ~uic~ly for administrative or program planning 
purposes. Duri ri.g the current .. survey year" Census_ Bureau interviewers 
will also be obtaining ::1for~ation for the SSA on the characteristics 
o"f the sanple perscn·s ar.dthei~- fe.milies. To acc;rr{pllih.this ·tney are 
using: (1) the De~ograp~ic Supple~ent (Form SSA-1758B), which shows how 
the aged live and the extent o~ their dependency on others, and (2) the 
Economic Supple::::-2:1.t (Forn SSi,-1758.:::), which was designed to provide 
answers to ques~ions of e~ploy:::en~, assets, and income of the aged. These 
two suppler:;.ents wi 11 be used. at least once during the tine that a person 
is in the sanple. Additional sur,plet:ents requesting other types of 
information fro~ these r,erso~s r.~y be used from ti~e to time. 

Ceri.sus intervie0.,ers are specis.lly trained for the conduct of the CMS. 
They 8re instructed to in:orn the persons intervie~ed that the survey is 
being undertar~e:1 for tte Socisl Security Administration, that the survey 
has nothing to do with t~eir ½edicare benefits, and that all answers 
provided are _cc:::.pletely cor.:'identi2.l, will be used only by persor.s engaged 
in thi~st~dy,. and will not te disclosed or released for any other 
purposes or to any other persons. 

Census inter-,rie:ers have been ir:1structed to refer beneficiaries' questions 
to SSA district o:c~fj_ces. Q\..:.estions thac; you are not able to answer 
regarding the survey should be referred to: 

Social Security Adni~istration 
Office of ~ese2rch and Statistics 
P.O. Box 1433 
Baltirr.ore, }-laryland 21203 
Attent ion: current }~ed icare S·.irvey. 

The intervie~ers will also refer eny questions raised by beneficiaries 
regarding their ide:1tity or e~thority to the locnl district office. 
Therefore, all district of!ice e~ployces in a position to answer inquiries 
from the public should be familiar with the CMS-Part B contacts. 

Due to the lal'ge number of Census Bureau interviewers and frequent 
personnel chan;es, it is·not feasible to provide district offices~ th 
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advance notice of CMS--Part B SLU'Veyors in s Given locality. However, 
should benefici2:ries question ;:,~e identity Oi' an interviewer, they 
shculd be ·inforned that each 8: the surveyors carries official U.S. 
Gover~~ent identification c2rjs bearin~ the individual's photoGraph. 
In addition, they carry for::is ar..d eg_uiprr.ent furnished by, and bearinG 
the seal of, ~he Bureau of t~e :ensus. Also, each interviewer operates 
under the general supervisicn o: a ~ureau of the Census rezional office 
and frequently visits -::;hat of'.:i:::e I'cr :i.:.eetir,c;s 2.nd instructions. If 
normal means of identification sre not accepted by the beneficiary, a 
call should be placed to the interviewer's regional office to verify the 
individual's identity. 

Beneficiaries who contact the district office regarding the Part B 
survey should be given an expla~ation of tte survey and its purpose as 
described above. Eve:1 thougr: it is corr.pletely voluntary they should 
be infor:ned that t.he surve:r is '...u'.der the <;.urpices of SSA and that their 
cooperation would be apprecia-;;ed. However, should they object to 
participation in the pro5ra~, infor~ them of their rightsto refuse to 
furni~h the requested infor~s~ion. If a beneficiary chooses not to 
cooperate he should be instructed to so inform the surveyor when he is 
contacted. 
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