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JOB NUMBERREQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY 

/1/- tJtoL!-tJg-.:I
Date receivedTo	 NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 

8601 ADELPHI ROAD, COLLEGE PARK, MD 20740-6001 

FROM (Agency or estabhshrnent) 
NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY Natlonal Archlves and Records Admlnlstratlon 

2 MAJOR SUBDIVISION 

Offlce of Records Servlces, Washlngton DC In accordance With the provisrons of 44 USc 3303a. the drsposmon request 
Including amendments IS approved except for Items that may be marked "disposrnon 
not approved" or 'withdrawn" In column 10 

3 MINOR SUBDIVISION 

Modern Records Programs, Electronlc and 
Speclal Medla Records Servlces DlVlSlon 

4 NAME OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER 5 TELEPHONE NUMBER DATE 

301-837-1824Theodore J. Hull 

-

6	 AGENCY CERTIFICATION 1.-

I hereby certify that I am authonzed to act for this agency 111 matters pertammg to the drsposmon of Its records and that the records ed for disposal on the attached __ pagers) 
are not needed now for the bus mess for this agency or Will not be needed after the retention pen ods specified, and that written co ce from the General Accounung Office. under 
the provisions of Title 8 of tile GAO Manual for GUIdance of Federal Agencies, 

~IS not required	 o IS attached, or o has been requested 

DATE TITLE 

DEC 1 8 2002 NA:=.1....Aecol'ds Offi::er 

7 ITEM NO 8 DESCRIPTION OF ITEM AND PROPOSED DISPOSITION 
9 GRS OR SUPERSEDED 

CITATION 
JOB 10 ACTION TAKEN 

(NARA USE ONLY) 

1. Anny Senal Number ElectrOnIC FIles 

Records resultmg from the conversion of microfilm Images 
of punch cards of the Army Senal Number FIle (1938-46) 
to "Raw Input Files" (ASCII data files) m 1994, and 
subsequent conversions of the data m 2002 mto "Merged 
Raw Files" and "Merged Processed FIles" 

The Army Senal Number Electromc Files contam records 
of approximately 9 rrnlhon enlistments m the Umted States 
Army, mc1udmg the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps, 1941 
through 1946. Although mcomplete, the records contam 
data for a majority of the enlistments 111 the Umted States 
Army dunng World War II. The bulk of the records 
conform to the format found on War Department Adjutant 
General's Office (WD AGO) Form 317 (Enlistment Card) 
for the penod ca 1941-45, and WD AGO Form 372 
(Enhstment Card) for ca 1945-46 Additional records 
contam data ongmally recorded on Enlisted Reserve Corps 
(E R C ) Statistical cards. In general, the records con tam 
the senal number, name, state and county of residence, 
place of enlistment, date of enlistment, grade, Army 
branch, term of enlistment, Iongevity, nativity (place of 
birth), year of birth, race, education, civilian occupation, 
mantal status, height and weight (before 1943), rmhtary 
occupational specialty (1945 and later), and component 
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Raw Input Files -
Records produced for the National Archives m 1994 under 
contract with the Bureau of the Census, usmg Its FIlm 
Optical Scanmng Device for Input to Computers (FOSDIC) 
system The Bureau ofthe Census successfully converted 
1,374 of the 1,586 rolls, or 86% In October 1994, the 
Bureau provided NARA with 1,374 data files (one per 
converted roll) on twelve 3480-class tape cartridges 

The umque charactenstic of the "Raw Input Files" IS that 
FOSDIC read each punch card Image up to ten times in an 
attempt to create a clean record and extract all characters 
from the ongmal punch card. Usually, the first read will 
contam the majority of data extracted from the card Image 
If all data could not be extracted, subsequent reads of the 
card Image would result m additional records contammg 
penods for characters successfully read on previous reads 
and ASCII characters for those mterpreted on the current 
read. Multiple mterpretations of the same character may be 
present across the multrple reads. A blank record separates 
records or groups of records pertammg to an individual 
punch card Image. Blank records also separate the box 
header, end-of-file, and "one or more records " records 
from the other records in the files 

Merged Raw Files -
Records resultmg from a project NARA completed m May 
2002, mergmg the 1,374 Raw Input Files mto twelve files, 
or one per mput cartndge. 

Merged Processed File -
Records resultmg from a project NARA completed m 
September 2002, consohdatmg and further processmg the 
Merged Raw FIles ThIS resultmg "Merged Processed FIle," 
IS stnpped of the records contammg the box-and-roll 
records and end-of-file records. Box-and-roll data were 
retamed by attachmg It to the end of the records contamed 
on that roll, because It was thought necessary for 
researchers to be able to access the ongmal image on 
microfilm. The NARA processmg also mvolved the 
"collapse" of the multrple reads of punch card Images mto 
a smgle record contammg the ASCII characters read from 
each punch card Image Therefore, the Merged Processed 
FIle IS a "clean" ASCII data file that contams a smgle 
record for each punch card Image of the Army Senal 
Number records 

a Raw Input FlIes - These 1,374 files are the files ongmally 
received from the Bureau of the Census contammg the 
multiple read records of the Army Senal Number punch 
cards. NARA merged all the data m these files mto the 12 
Merged Raw FIles 

DISPOSITION TEMPORARY - DIspose immediately 
upon approval of this schedule 
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b Merged Raw FIles - These 12 electronic files contam the 
results of the ongmal Census-FOSDIC mterpretatton ofthe 
Army Senal Number punch cards The files contam 
multiple reads of approximately 9.5 rmlhon punch cards on 
1,374 rolls of microfilm. 

DISPOSITION PERMANENT 
the National Archives. 

- Transfer Immediately to 

c Merged Processed FIle - This electronic file contams the 
"best guess" results of the mterpreted punch card records 
ThIS file was prepared by NARA and contams one record 
for each punch card 

DISPOSITION PERMANENT 
the National Archives 

- Transfer immediately to 
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