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Over the Air Reception Devices (OTARD) - (Informal OTARD Cases)

47 C.F.R. Section 14000 prohibits restrictions that impair the installation, maintenance
or use of antennas used to receive video programming. The rule applies to video
antennas 1ncluding direct-to-home satellite dishes that are less than one meter 1n
diameter, TV antennas, and wireless cable antennas. The rule prohibits most restrictions
that: (1) unreasonably delay or prevent installation, maintenance or use; (2) unreasonably
increase the cost of installation, maintenance or use, or (3) preclude reception on an
acceptable quality signal The rule applies to state or local laws or regulations, including
zoning, land-use or building regulations, private covenants, homeowners’ association
rules, condominium or cooperative association restrictions, lease restrictions, or similar
restrictions on property within the exclusive use or control of the antenna user where the
user has an ownership or leasehold interest in the property

An entity may file a petition with the Federal Communications Commission for violation
of the restrictions. Most of the OTARD cases are handled informally An OTARD
petition will receive Cable Special Relief (CSR) number, but only after informal
negotiations have failed For those that do, the procedures for CSRs applies. (See N1-
173-86-2, item 24). At the outset, however, all OTARD petitions are treated informally
and a Commission staff member attempts to resolve the dispute by telephone negotiations
with the parties involved. Approximately 80% of these cases are resolved by telephone.
Some cases are dismissed because the rules do not apply or due to inactivity or lost of
interest The case file on an informal OTARD case includes any incoming
documentation, the Commission’s replies, staff notes, etc.

Disposition:
a. Closed Cases: Destroy three years after case is resolved or closed.

b. Dismissed Cases and Inactive Cases. Destroy three years after case has been
dismissed or three years after last transaction of inactive cases





