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Media Bureau 

Appeal of Local Rate Orders 

Prior to 1999 the Comn11ss10n shared regulatmg authority of cable service tier rates with 
Local Franchising Authorities (LF As) under the prov1s10ns of the 1992 Cable Act LFAs 
were responsible for regulatmg the basic service tier (BST) and the Comn11ss1on was 
responsible for regulatmg the cable programming services tier (CPST) and for hearing 
appeals of LF A orders on the basic service tier 

The 1996 Cable Act modified the prev10us act's estabhshment of regulation of CPST 
rates and the rate complamt process. The Cornnuss1on's authority to regulate the rates 
charged for the cable programmmg services tier was termmated after March 31, 1999 
Therefore, current rates charged for the CPST are determmed by the cable company and 
the Comnussion does not have the authority to review these rates or to mvest1gate 
allegations that the rates are excessive As the 1996 Act did not modify the LFA's ab1hty 
to regulate BST rates, regulatory review of BST rates remains with the LF As and appeals 
of LF A orders on BST rates are filed with the Commiss10n 

Item 1: FCC Regulation of CPST Rates Pre-March 31, 1999 
Prior to March 31, I 999, a complamt could be filed by subscribers or the LF A seeking 
FCC review of CPST rates proposed by a cable operator The FCC would issue an order 
approvmg or denymg the proposed CPST rates 

(a) Case Files They contamed the complaint, oppos1t10n, reply, and any related 
correspondence, FCC decis10ns, recons1deratlons and/or applicat10ns for 
review, 1f applicable 

D1spos1tlon Temporary. Destroy upon approval of this schedule 

Item 2: Local Rate Order Appeals 
An appeal 1s filed by cable operators when they are seekmg a review of an ordmance 
adopted by a local franch1smg authority (LF A) that demes proposed rates that the cable 
operator seeks to charge subscribers for basic cable service and eqmpment The FCC 
will issue an order disposmg of the issue raised m the appeal which is bmdmg on the 
LFA 

(a) Case Files They contain the appeal, opposition, reply and any related 
correspondence, FCC dec1s10ns, reconsiderations and/or applications for 
review, if applicable 

Disposition Temporary. Cutoff m year in which case closed Destroy 3 years 
after cutoff 



Item 3: Local Rate Order Tracking Log (Masterfile) 

D1spos1t10n. Temporary. Cutoff m year m which case closed Destroy 3 years 
after cutoff 




