
REQUEST FOR RECORDS DISPOSITION AUTHORITY JOB NUMBER 
,.,.; AJ 1- Lf / ~ -o 9- I'( 

To: NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION (NIR) 
WASHINGTON, DC 20408 

DA TE RECEIVED 

tt! r I/Jr 
I. FROM (Agency or establishment) 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY 

In accordance with the provisions of 44 U.S.C. 
3303a, the disposition request, including 
amendments, is approved except for items that may 
be marked □ disposition not approved □ or 
□ withdrawn □ in column 10. 

2. MAJOR SUBDIVISION 

Water 

3. MINOR SUBDIVISION 

Headquarters 

4. NAME OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER 

John B. Ellis 

5. TELEPHONE 

202-566-1643 

DATE 

~fh(b 

ARCHIVIST OF THE UNITED ST A TES 

~~~ - ' 
)

6. AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that I am authorized to act for this agency in matters pertaining to the disposition of its records and that the records 
proposed for disposal on the attached ~ page( s) are not now needed for the business of this agency or will not be needed after the 
retention periods specified; and that written concurrence from the General Accounting Office, under the provisions ofTitle 8 ofthe 
GAO manual for Guidance of Federal Agencies, 

1:8] is not required; D is attached; or □ has been requested. 

DATE 

&/3,Ior, 
SIGNA(ji/t_AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE 

6.(~· 
TITLE 

Agency Records Officer 

7. Item 
No. 

8 DES(RIPTION OF ITEM AND PROPOSED DISPOSITION 9. GRS OR SUPERSEDED JOB 
CITATION 

10 ACTION TAKEN 
(NARA USE ONLY) 

EPA - 750 (Water Quality Standards Database (WQSDB)) 

115-109 NSN 7540-00-634-4065 STANDARD FORM SF 115 (REV. 3-91) 
PREVIOUS EDITION NOT USABLE Prescribed bv NARA 36 CFR 1228 



--
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This schedule is in draft. It may be used to retire records, but may not be used to destroy records. 
If you have any questions, please contact the Records Hclp Desk. 

EPA Records Schedule 750 
Status: Draft, 12/31/2009 

Title: Water Quality Standards Database (WQSDB) 

Program: Water 

Applicability: Headquarters 

Function: 108-025-02 - Manage Water Quality 

NARA Disposal Authority: 

This schedule authorizes the disposition of the record copy in any media (media neutral), excluding any 
records already in electronic form. Records designated for permanent retention must be transferred to 
the National Archives in accordance with NARA standards at the time of transfer. 

• Nl-412-09-14 

Description: 

The Water Quality Standards Database (WQSDB) provides Internet accessible water quality standards 
(WQS) and criteria by waterbody in text, table and map format for the 86 jurisdictions currently with 
EPA approved WQS. Some of the information in the WQSDB is extracted from EPA approved versions 
of state WQS documents stored in the Water Quality Standards Data Repository (WQSDR). The 
WQSDR is a collection of Web pages and files that is managed as part of the Office of Science and 
Technology Web site. 

WQSDB reports include information on designated uses, waterbody names, state numeric water quality 
criteria, and EPA recommended numeric water quality criteria and the information can be compared 
across the nation. The data in both the WQSDB and WQSDR are used by decision-makers and the 
general public for program administration, watershed planning and other actions that could affect 
maintaining or achieving water quality goals. 

Disposition Instructions: 

__ • lectronic software program 
-~ . 

The Office of Water, • nee and Technology at Headquarters is responsible for the 
disposition of this item. 

~~• Disposable 
..::.::~.""81=---

-. - -. ~ 

~~~,
• Close when no longer needed to ensure access to, and use of, the electronic retor ~- ,-

authorized retention period. 
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ci-P&$tt 2 flaw»?. 

• Disposable 

and verified. 

• Delete after file closure. 

Item c: Electronic data - Record copy 

The Office of Water, Office of Science and Technology at Headquarters is responsible for the 
disposition of this item. 

• Permanent 

• Close when program is discontinued or system is terminated. While system is in operation, 
transfer a copy of the data, as specified in 36 CFR 1235.44-1235.50 or standards applicable at the 
time, to the National Archives prior to migration to new system version with major changes (e.g., 
V2.0 to V3.0), or every 10 years, whichever occurs first. 

• Transfer final data to the National Archives 6 months after system is closed. 

~-Electronic copy ofrecords transferred to the National Archives. 
~--~~~:;_:~ --~ 

The Office of witt~ffr~~ience and Technology at Headquarters is responsible for the 
disposition of this item. -..::~.;;;-;_ -,""--..--,_ 

---~ 
...,_ '=lt.":'-'- ... ~~4. 

--·""':;:,.,..__
• Disposable -~~~-

:;::,...,._~,. 

• Close when electronic record copy is successfully transferred to 

• Delete after file closure. 

tand reports 

e 

• Varies 

• File with related records and follow instructions for the re a e 

. _em documentation 

The Office of Water, 
disposition of this item. 

• Permanent 

• Close when program is discontinued or system is terminated. While system is in operat~ 
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Guidance: 

WQS source documents are covered by EPA 258, items a(l) and (2). The WQSDR is covered by EPA 
095. 

Specific legal citations include, but are not limited to: 

• Clean Water Act, Section 303(c)(2)(A) 
• 40 CFR 131.6 

Reasons for Disposition: 

The following changes were made to the 06/30/2009 version: 

• Revised file closure instructions for items b, c, d and f. 
• Revised disposition instructions for items c, d and f. 
• Revised disposition for items e and f. 
• Added reasons for disposition. 

The retention meets EP A's business needs. As part of EPA's business process, when EPA has to approve 
or disapprove a state WQS, it may need to research the prior water quality and uses made of a particular 
water body -- back to December 28, 1975 (40 CFR 13 l.3(e)). November 28, 1975 is the date EPA 
promulgated the initial Federal water quality standards regulations related to existing uses [ cite: 40 CFR 
55334 (Nov. 28, 1975)]; and 40 CFR 131. l0(g)]. 

Custodians: 

Office of Water, Office of Science and Technology 

• Contact: Bill Kramer 
• Telephone: 202-566-0385 

Related Schedules: 

EPA 095, EPA 258 

Previous NARA Disposal Authority: 

None 

Entry: 03/05/2009 

EPA Approval: 08/31/2009 
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NARA Approval: Pending 
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